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Dear  Readers,

Welcome to  the 17th edit ion of  the  UIC 
Scr ibe,  20/20 Vision .

A l though both ‘s ight ’  and ‘v is ion’  descr ibe  
the power  of  seeing,  there  l ies  one ke y  
difference between the two terms:  s ight  is  
the abi l i ty  to  merely  see  things  as  the y  are,  
whi le  v is ion is  the  abi l i ty  to  see  things  as  
the y  should or  could  be.  S ight  is  l imited to  
our  current  environment ,  whi le  v is ion 
al lows us  to  see  be yond the present ,  to  
future  possibi l i t ies .

I f  we want  to  enact  change,  we must  have 
v is ion,  not  s imply  s ight .  S ight  without  
v is ion is  dangerous —it  bl inds  our  hope for  a  
better  future.  Operat ing by  s ight  causes  us  
to  see  the problems that  surround us,  
instead of  the  potent ial  solut ions  that  
would lead to  progress  and improvement .  I  
hope that  the  art ic les  in  this  issue of  the  
UIC Scr ibe  wi l l  help  you gain  v is ion to  
overcome the difficult ies  around you,  and 
give  you hope for  a  br ighter  tomorrow.

Sincerely,
Elaine Natal ie
Editor- in-Chief

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E
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R e u s i n g  a n d  R e c y c l i n g

2 0 1 9 .  1 2 .  1 9

written by  Sejeen Park

Fe w undergraduate  students  can say  that  the y ’ve  started 
thei r  own businesses .  I t ’s  not  enough to  just  have  a  good 
idea;  you have  to  f ind people  who are  wi l l ing  to  invest ,  
f ind  teammates  with  complementar y  sk i l l  sets ,  and drag  
your  grand idea back  to  earth  with  a  real ist ic  business  
model .  Re -Born,  an  organizat ion founded and run by  a  
group of  Under wood Internat ional  Col lege  (UIC)  students ,  
shows that  a l l  o f  these  can be  accompl ished  i f  you take  
advantage of  the  resources  and opportunit ies  that  are  
avai lable .

The f i rst  step to  start ing  a  business  is  f inding  an idea.  You 
can’ t  have  an organizat ion without  a  sense  of  what  you 
want  that  organizat ion to  accompl ish .  Re -Born cofounder  
Daye Song,  a  sophomore current ly  major ing  in  
Susta inable  De velopment  and Cooperat ion (SDC) ,  found 
inspirat ion for  the  Youth  Diar y  Book ,  a  scheduler  made of  
rec ycled paper  des igned to  help  young people  plan out  
both  short  and long term goals ,  when she was  in  h igh  
school .  She saw that  people  would  pr int  out  an  excess  of  
one -s ided ne wsletters  and exam papers  at  her  school ’s  
pr int ing  stat ion,  wi th  most  of  them being  thrown out ,  
despite  how per fect ly  good the  unused s ide  was.  “ I  
thought  th is  was  a  huge waste ,”  says  Daye.  “ I  wanted to  
do something  about  i t .”

Eager  to  f ind a  way  to  put  th is  waste  to  good use,  
Daye  began binding  the  paper  together  to  create  
notebooks  to  se l l  at  her  h igh  school .  Her  
homemade exerc ise  books  were  met  with  explos ive  
popular i ty,  se l l ing  out  a l l  ten  t imes  the y  were  put  
up for  sa le .  When Daye arr ived at  the  Yonsei  
Internat ional  Campus in  Songdo,  she  was  h i t  by  a  
feel ing  of  déjà  vu  when she witnessed the  same 
issue with  unnecessar y  paper  waste .  She met  
l ike -minded people  Margeunsaem Lee,  Sumin Lee,  
and Jaehun Shim at  the  UIC-exclus ive  Socia l  
Innovat ion Creators  Academia  (S ICA)  who 
sympathized with  her  concerns ,  and thus ,  Re -Born 
was  born.

Re -Born’s  founders  decided the y  wanted to  create  a  
rec ycled notebook to  help  youths  navigate  the  
complex i t ies  of  se l f -actual izat ion.  Now that  the  
team had a  sol id  idea,  i t  needed to  draft a  business  
model  that  would  appeal  to  potent ia l  investors .  
Us ing  a  business  model  canvas ,  i t  mapped out  i ts  
cost  st ructure ,  ke y  act iv i t ies ,  target  market ,  etc . ,  
and keeping a l l  these  factors  in  mind,  got  to  work  
on a  prototype for  the  Youth  Diar y  Book .

The f i rst  prototype was  created in  late  2018 and 
dist r ibuted to  80  people .  Due to  qual i ty  i ssues  and 
r isk  of  copyr ight  in f r ingement ,  Re -Born was  unable  
to  use  one -s ided paper  in  i ts  prototype,  but ,  as  i t  
st i l l  wanted to  stay  t rue  to  i ts  envi ronment- f r iendly  
message,  i t  replaced pages  with  the  s l ight ly  more  
convent ional  rec ycled paper.  The Re -Born team 
took the  feedback i t  received and created a  f inal  
vers ion of  the  d iar y,  which focused on both  
envi ronmental  susta inabi l i ty  and helping  people  to  
f ind success  in  thei r  l i fe  journe ys .

With  hard  work  an d the  loss  of  count less  hours  of  
s leep,  Re -Born was  able  to  win  f i rst  p lace  at  the  2018 
SICA exhibi t ion,  a  b iannual  e vent  organized by  
co -organized by  the  Yonsei  Center  for  Socia l  
Innovat ion (YCSI )  to  showcase students ’  socia l ly  
innovat ive  projects ,  where  i t  was  then converted into  
an umbrel la  project  for  further  de velopment .  S ICA 
and i ts  parent  organizat ion YCSI  provided Re -Born 
with  mentor ing  and advice  for  near ly  e ver y  step of  
the  way.  Even after  YCSI  was  shut  down,  Re -Born 
managed to  stay  on t rack  through funding f rom 
Yonsei ’s  Inst i tute  for  Higher  Educat ion Innovat ion 
( IHEI ) .

In  order  to  go be yond i ts  status  as  a  student  project ,  
the  Youth  Diar y  Book needed a  boost  to  cash f low.  
Re -Born decided to  use  the  Korean crowdfunding s i te  
Tumblbug to  increase  publ ic  interest  and dist r ibute  
the  f inal  prototype of  the  Youth  Diar y  Book ,  and i t  
successful ly  ra ised  106% of  i ts  target  goal .  Copies  
were  a lso  d ist r ibuted for  f ree  to  h igh school  students  
part ic ipat ing  in  the  2019 Korea Scholar ’s  Conference 
for  Youth  (KSCY) ,  a  3-day  e vent  co -organized by  YCSI  
open for  teenagers  who want  to  make meaningful  
socia l  contr ibut ions ,  further  spreading brand 
awareness .  Re -Born diar y  books  are  current ly  
avai lable  for  purchase  v ia  Re -Born’s  offic ia l  
Instagram page (@svreborn)  and are  a lso  pending 
launch in  se veral  offl ine  locat ions ,  such as  
Moonwoodang Bookshop in  Sokcho.

The moral  of  the  stor y  is  s imple :  make the  most  out  
of  what  you have.  Re -Born’s  success  was  largely  
thanks  to  i ts  founders  perse verance whi le  tak ing  
advantage of  UIC-exclus ive  resources  and plat forms,  
such as  S ICA.  Especia l ly  with  the  c los ing  of  YCSI ,  i t  i s  
important  for  UIC  to  create  ne w programs to  guide  
and foster  entrepreneurship  among i ts  students .  
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R e u s i n g  a n d  R e c y c l i n g

Fe w undergraduate  st ude nts  ca n sa y  t hat  the y ’ve  started 
thei r  own busine sse s .  I t ’s  not  e noug h to  just  have  a  good 
idea;  you hav e  to  f ind pe ople  who a re  wi l l ing  to  invest ,  
f ind  teammate s  wit h  com ple m e nta r y  sk i l l  sets ,  and drag  
your  grand idea  ba c k  to  ea r t h  wit h  a  real ist ic  business  
model .  Re -Bor n,  a n  organizat ion founded and run by  a  
group of  Unde r wood Inte r nat ional  Col lege  (UIC)  students ,  
shows that  a l l  o f  t he se  ca n be  a ccom pl ished i f  you take  
advantage of  t he  re source s  a nd oppor t unit ies  that  are  
avai lable .

The f i rst  step to  sta r t ing  a  busine ss  is  f inding  an idea.  You 
can’ t  have  an orga nizat ion wit hout  a  se nse  of  what  you 
want  that  orga nizat ion to  accom pl ish .  Re -Born cofounder  
Daye Song,  a  sophom ore  c ur re nt ly  major ing  in  
Susta inable  D e v e lopm e nt  a nd Coope rat ion (SDC) ,  found 
inspirat ion for  t he  Yout h  D iar y  Book ,  a  sc heduler  made of  
rec ycled pape r  de s ig ne d to  he lp  y oung  people  plan out  
both  short  and long  te r m  goa ls ,  whe n she was  in  h igh  
school .  She saw t hat  pe ople  would  pr int  out  an  excess  of  
one -s ided ne wslette r s  a nd e xa m  pape r s  at  her  school ’s  
pr int ing  stat ion,  wi t h  m ost  of  t he m  be ing  thrown out ,  
despite  how pe r fe ct ly  good t he  unused s ide  was.  “ I  
thought  th is  wa s  a  huge  wa ste ,”  say s  D aye.  “ I  wanted to  
do something  a bout  i t .”

Eager  to  f ind a  wa y  to  put  t h is  wa ste  to  good use,  
Daye  began binding  t he  pape r  toget he r  to  create  
notebooks  to  se l l  at  he r  h ig h  sc hool .  Her  
homemade exe rc ise  book s  we re  m et  wit h  explos ive  
popular i ty,  se l l ing  out  a l l  te n  t im e s  t he y  were  put  
up for  sa le .  Whe n D ay e  ar r iv e d at  t he  Yonsei  
Internat ional  Ca m pus in  Songdo,  she  was  h i t  by  a  
feel ing  of  déjà  v u  whe n she  wit ne sse d t he  same 
issue with  un ne ce ssa r y  pape r  wa ste .  She met  
l ike -minded pe ople  Ma rge unsa e m  Le e ,  Sumin Lee,  
and Jaehun Shim  at  t he  U IC- e xc lus iv e  Socia l  
Innovat ion Creator s  Aca de m ia  ( S ICA)  who 
sympathized wit h  he r  conce r ns ,  a nd t hus ,  Re -Born 
was  born.

Re -Born’s  founde r s  de c ide d t he y  wante d to  create  a  
rec ycled notebook  to  he lp  y out hs  nav igate  the  
complex i t ies  of  se l f - act ua l izat ion.  N ow that  the  
team had a  sol id  idea ,  i t  ne e de d to  dra ft a  business  
model  that  would  a ppea l  to  pote nt ia l  investors .  
Us ing  a  busine ss  m ode l  ca nva s ,  i t  m appe d out  i ts  
cost  st ructure ,  ke y  a ct iv i t ie s ,  ta rget  m ar ket ,  etc . ,  
and keeping a l l  t he se  fa ctor s  in  m ind,  got  to  work  
on a  prototype for  t he  Yout h  D iar y  Book .

The f i rst  protot y pe  was  c reate d in  late  2018 and 
dist r ibuted to  8 0  pe ople .  D ue  to  qual i t y  i ssues  and 
r isk  of  copyr ight  in f r inge m e nt ,  Re - Bor n was  unable  
to  use  one -s ided pape r  in  i ts  protot y pe ,  but ,  as  i t  
st i l l  wanted to  stay  t r ue  to  i ts  e nv i ronm e nt- f r iendly  
message,  i t  rep lace d page s  wit h  t he  s l ig ht ly  more  
convent ional  re c y c le d pape r.  The  Re - Born team 
took the  feedba c k  i t  re ce iv e d a nd c reate d a  f inal  
vers ion of  the  d iar y,  whic h foc use d on both  
envi ronmental  susta inabi l i t y  a nd he lping  people  to  
f ind success  in  t he i r  l i fe  jour ne y s .

With  hard  work  and the  loss  of  count less  hours  of  
s leep,  Re -Born was  able  to  win  f i rst  p lace  at  the  2018 
SICA exhibi t ion,  a  b iannual  e vent  organized by  
co -organized by  the  Yonsei  Center  for  Socia l  
Innovat ion (YCSI )  to  showcase students ’  socia l ly  
innovat ive  projects ,  where  i t  was  then converted into  
an umbrel la  project  for  further  de velopment .  S ICA 
and i ts  parent  organizat ion YCSI  provided Re -Born 
with  mentor ing  and advice  for  near ly  e ver y  step of  
the  way.  Even after  YCSI  was  shut  down,  Re -Born 
managed to  stay  on t rack  through funding f rom 
Yonsei ’s  Inst i tute  for  Higher  Educat ion Innovat ion 
( IHEI ) .

In  order  to  go be yond i ts  status  as  a  student  project ,  
the  Youth  Diar y  Book needed a  boost  to  cash f low.  
Re -Born decided to  use  the  Korean crowdfunding s i te  
Tumblbug to  increase  publ ic  interest  and dist r ibute  
the  f inal  prototype of  the  Youth  Diar y  Book ,  and i t  
successful ly  ra ised 106% of  i ts  target  goal .  Copies  
were  a lso  d ist r ibuted for  f ree  to  h igh school  students  
part ic ipat ing  in  the  2019 Korea Scholar ’s  Conference 
for  Youth  (KSCY) ,  a  3-day  e vent  co -organized by  YCSI  
open for  teenagers  who want  to  make meaningful  
socia l  contr ibut ions ,  further  spreading brand 
awareness .  Re -Born diar y  books  are  current ly  
avai lable  for  purchase  v ia  Re -Born’s  offic ia l  
Instagram page (@svreborn)  and are  a lso  pending 
launch in  se veral  offl ine  locat ions ,  such as  
Moonwoodang Bookshop in  Sokcho.

The moral  of  the  stor y  is  s imple :  make the  most  out  
of  what  you have.  Re -Born’s  success  was  largely  
thanks  to  i ts  founders  perse verance whi le  tak ing  
advantage of  UIC-exclus ive  resources  and plat forms,  
such as  S ICA.  Especia l ly  with  the  c los ing  of  YCSI ,  i t  i s  
important  for  UIC  to  create  ne w programs to  guide  
and foster  entrepreneurship  among i ts  students .  
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written by  Emma Nijssen
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-  S C H O O L  -

Is s ues  that  inte rnational  students  face at  UIC

Some of  the  com m on com plaints  m ade by  
non-Korean stud e nts  at  U IC  inc lude  t he  lack  of  
in format ion prov ide d in  Eng l ish- - e v e n t hough th is  i s  
the  offic ia l  langu a ge  of  t he  sc hool .  A lso,  t he  school  
provides  l imited suppor t  for  inte r nat ional  students  
who have no fami ly  in  Korea  for  i ssue s  l ike  stor ing  of  
thei r  personal  be long ing s  dur ing  sc hool  breaks ,  
forc ing  them to  look  for  off- ca m pus solut ions  that  
may be inconven ie nt  a nd e xpe nsiv e ,  whe n t he y  have  
to  move out  of  th e  dor m itor ie s  e v e r y  se m e ster.

A lumni  Lucie  Béné v ise ,  who e nte re d U IC  in  fa l l  o f  
2015  and majore d in  In for m at ion and Interact ion 
Design,  shared som e  deta i ls  f rom  he r  e xpe r ience as  

an  internat ional  student .  She recal led  the  f rustrat ion 
among the  internat ional  student  body when i t  was  
re vealed that  the  Korean students  had been div ided 
into  “homeroom” groups  that  held  e vents  together,  
whi le  the  internat ional  students  were  not  made aware  
of  the  ex istence of  th is  system at  a l l .  I ssues  such as  
th is  have  created a  certa in  d iv is ion between the  
internat ional  student  and Korean student  bodies .  
Howe ver,  she  notes  that  a long with  the  increase  in  the  
number  of  fore ign students  over  the  years ,  “ the  
school  has  worked real ly  hard  on the  integrat ion of  
internat ional  students ,”  and overal l ,  she  is  impressed 
by  what  the  school  has  done --but  ment ions  that  there  
is  st i l l  room for  improvement .

Under wood Inte r nat ional  Col lege  began 
i ts  ver y  f i rst  se m e ste r  in  Marc h of  2 0 06,  
making  i t  a lm ost  1 4  y ear s  s ince  t he  
col lege  wa s  found.  A s  t he  v e r y  f i rst  
internat ional ,  Eng l ish- ba se d col lege  in  
South Korea,  t he  sc hool ’s  m iss ion to  
integrate  Korean st ude nts  wit h  t he  
g lobal  sphe re  was  quite  unpre ce de nted.  
Based in  an  e xt re m e ly  hom oge nous 
countr y  not  ne ce ssar i ly  k nown for  i ts  
h igh  Engl i sh  l i te rac y,  t he  sc hool  faced 
many chal le nge s  in  real iz ing  i ts  m iss ion.  

10
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Ways  that  inte rnational  
studen ts  deal  with  th e se  issues

Lucki ly,  there  are  se v e ra l  suppor t  sy ste m s in  p lace  
to  help  d imin ish  t he  inte r nat ional  st udents ’  
concerns .  Stude nt  organizat ions  and c lubs  have  
r isen over  the  year s  to  he lp  ea c h ot he r  out ,  such 
as  UGC (Under wood G loba l  Com m unit y ) ,  which 
holds  e vents  to  he lp  inte r nat ional  st ude nts  and 
Korean students  m ing le ,  and orga nize s  a i rport  
p ickup e vents  for  st ude nts  com ing  to  Korea  for  the  
f i rst  t ime.  A lso,  FSU  ( Fore ig n St ude nt  Union)  
provides  inter nat ional  st ude nts  wit h  the  
informat ion the y  ne e d to  t hr iv e  at  Yonsei  and 
answers  any  qu e st ions  st ude nts  m a y  hav e.  The 
Office  of  Internat ional  Affair s  i s  m a k ing  e fforts  to  
outsource  any  prog ram s t hat  t he  sc hool  cannot  
yet  implement  i tse l f,  suc h as  f re e  personal  
counsel ing  in  Eng l ish  for  unde rg raduate  
internat ional  stude nts .  A s ide  f rom  t he se  groups  
and organizat ions ,  a not he r  suppor t  sy ste m  comes 
f rom the  sol ida r i t y  t hat  for m s between 
internat ional  st ude nts  f rom  al l  ov e r  t he  wor ld ,  
that  comes f rom  t he i r  sha re d st r ug g le s  in  a  fore ign 
countr y.  Furthe r m ore ,  t he  Korea n st ude nts  of  
Yonsei  are  typical ly  m ore  t ha n happy  to  help  out  
thei r  internat ional  c la ssm ate s  and pe e r s .
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-  S C H O O L  -

Over  the  cour se  of  m y  own t wo a nd a  hal f  years  
at  UIC,  I  ha v e  wit ne sse d a  s igni f icant  
improvemen t  in  t he  sc hool ’s  e ffor ts  to  cater  to  
thei r  inter nat ional  st ude nts .  Pre v iously,  
inconsiderat ion could  be  se e n in  s i t uat ions  such 
as  speakers  at  t he  m andator y  Eng l ish  chapel  
sess ions  us e d to  spea k  in  Korean m ore  often 
than not ,  in for m at ion about  sc he dule d f i re  dr i l l s  
were  not  t ranslate d into  Eng l ish ,  a nd i t  was  not  
uncommon for  U IC  profe ssor s  to  teac h c lasses  in  
Korean.  Bu t  t hroug h coope rat ion between 
students ,  stude nt  orga nizat ions ,  a nd t he  school  
i tse l f,  many  of  t he se  issue s  hav e  be e n resolved.  
Internat iona l  st ude nts  should  be  proa ct ive  and 
ask  for  help  whe n ne e de d,  in  orde r  to  help  the  
school  cont inue  to  prog re ss  in  a  d i re ct ion that  i s  
pos i t ive  for  a l l .  In  an  inte r v ie w,  t he  UIC  Dean,  
Professor  Ta e y oon Sung  e xpre sse d his  eagerness  
to  support  st ude nt  a ct iv i t ie s  t hat  ca n harmonize  
UIC  students  of  a l l  nat ional i t ie s  together,  and 
emphasized t hat  U IC’s  st re ng t h  com e s f rom the  
g lobal izat io n t hat  st ude nts  go  t hroug h f rom 

being  exposed to  more  cul tures  and 
backgrounds.  He re vealed plans  to  expand the  
resources  avai lable  for  a l l  UIC  students ,  
inc luding  adding more  academic  advisors  who 
can help  solve  not  only  academic  but  a lso  
personal  i ssues  for  students .  Furthermore,  he  
encouraged a l l  students  to  “ t r y  to  be  op en to  
other  students ,  administ rat ion staff,  and faculty  
members ,”  and sa id  that  “by  cooperat ing  more,  
you can become real ly  g lobal ized and ta lented 
graduates .”

Despite  UIC’s  fore igner  f r iendl iness  e vol ut ion 
over  the  past  years ,  there  are  st i l l  some 
improvements  to  be  des i red.  But  UIC’s  faculty  
are  working  hard  to  become a  t ru ly  internat ional  
space for  g lobal -minded students  to  come 
together,  and in  the  meant ime,  internat ional  
students  can re ly  on each other,  thei r  fe l low 
Korean students ,  and student  organizat ions  in  
order  to  make the  most  of  thei r  t ime at  th is  
school .

Improve me nts  th at  UI C has  made over  the years
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Finding food,  let  a lone  a  m eal ,  to  eat  dur ing  the  narrow break  students  
have  in  between  c lasse s  is  a  c ha l le nge  on i ts  own.  Especia l ly  in  Yonsei  
Univers i ty ’s  S inc hon Cam pus whe re  t he  facult ies  and the  affordable  
restaurants  are  locate d fa r  awa y  f rom  ea c h other.  Students  wi l l  need to  
calculate  the  d istance ,  t he  ta ste  of  t he  m eal ,  the  cost  of  the  meal ,  whom 
to  eat  with  and most  im por ta nt ly,  how long  i t  wi l l  take  to  t ravel  and eat .  
I t 's  a  lot  of  th ink ing ,  but  f ret  no m ore .  The fo l lowing is  a  l i st  o f  
restaurants  and ca fete r ias  whe re  st ude nts  can enjoy  a  b ig ,  tasty,  and 
healthy  meal  at  a  rea sona ble  pr ice  wit h in  a  short  amount  of  t ime.
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Recommendations
2 0 2 0 .  0 1 .  0 3

written by  Ariunzaya Munkhuu

13



G yojigwon Cafete ria  (한경관, 교직원�식당 )  1st  f loor
Located in  the  smal l  but  spa c ious  and wa r m bui ld ing  of  Hang yeong 
Hal l ,  the  Gyoj igw on Cafete r ia  prov ide s  se veral  fu l l -course  Korean 
meals ,  inc luding  s oup a nd ot he r  food t hat  only  costs  KR W 6500.  I t  i s  a  
per fect  cafeter ia  that  f i ts  a  univ e r s i t y  st ude nt ’s  budget  and stomach,  
and i t  i s  f requented by  not  only  st ude nts  but  a lso  by  professors  too.  

One drawback of  Gy oj ig won is  t he  fact  t hat  i t  only  opens  between 12:00  
and 14 :00  and that  i t  has  a  f i xe d food plan pe r  day.  In  other  words ,  the y  
provide  one type of  m eal  on Monda y s ,  but  provide  another  type on 
Tuesdays ,  and so  on.  

But  due to  i ts  go od ta ste ,  c heap pr ice ,  b ig  and fast  ser v ing,  and 
prox imity  to  the  Ye onhui  Bui ld ing  a nd D ae woo Annex  in  general ,  i t ’s  a  
per fect  p lace  for  UIC  st ude nts  to  v is i t  dur ing  thei r  lunch breaks .  

Recommended meal :  The y  se r v e  a  d iffe re nt  t ype of  meal  e ver yday.

Student  Union Bui lding,  1F  Cafeteria
This  is  another  Korean food cafeter ia  located on the  1st  f loor  of  the  
St ude nt  Union bui ld ing.  I t  works  between 7 :00  to  9 :00  for  breakfast ,  
f rom  1 1:00  to  14 :00  for  lunch,  f rom 16:00  to  17 :00  for  d inner  on 
we e kdays  and is  c losed on Saturdays  and Sundays .  The pr ice  often 
va r ie s  between KR W 2500 (breakfast )  to  KR W 6500 and students  are  
prov ided with  a  fu l l  Korean meal  which is  enough to  f i l l  anyone’s  
stom ac h.

Pe r sonal ly,  I  th ink  the  breakfast  meals  are  the  best  here ,  and not  many 
st ude nts  show up dur ing  breakfast  per iod,  so  you can enjoy  your  meal  
in  re lat ive  peace.  Howe ver,  the  lunch and dinner  are  ver y  busy  as  i t  i s  
a lwa y s  fu l l  wi th  students  and faculty  members .

The  cafeter ia  a lso  offers  snacks  such as  ramen,  k imbap and a  cafe  is  
locate d r ight  next  to  i t  on  the  same f loor.  

Recommended food :  Breakfast  (KR W 2500)

-  S C H O O L  -
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Delic ious  steamed tofu and 
kimchi  (맛있는�순두부앤김치찜 )

This  except ional ly  long-named 24-hour  restaurant  is  
located a  fe w blocks  down f rom the  Seo lnungtang 
restaurant  ment ioned above.  I t  i s  a  busy  restaurant  
with  most ly  fore ign customers  coming in  and out .  
The staff there  is  a lways  the  same,  two women who 
ser ve  you real ly  fast ,  but  there’s  a  reason why i ts  
a lways  fu l l—their  sundubu j j igae  ( tofu  ste w)  is  to  d ie  
for.

Customers  have  a  var iety  of  choices .  18  d ifferent  
ways  to  have  thei r  tofu  ste w,  ranging  f rom ham and 
ste w,  beef,  seafood to  dumpl ing  tofu  ste w,  which a l l  
cost  KR W 7500 each.  Moreover,  there’s  a  s ign  in  the  
restaurant  that  says  “Please  don’t  crack  eggs  on your  
f r iends’  heads —Yes,  i t ’s  happened before”  in  Korean,  
l ightening  the  restaurant 's  mood.  

Recommended food :  Any  of  thei r  sundubu j j igae,  
but  recommend the  beef  one speci f ica l ly  (KR W 7500)

Sin s eon Se olnongtang (신선 
설농탕 )

“Sinseon Seolnong tang ”  is  a  2 4 - hour  restaurant  
located just  outs ide  of  Yonse i ’s  S inc hon Campus in  
the  st reet  whe re  D aiso  a nd N o Brand are  located.  I t  
i s  a  c lean- look ing ,  white  g la ss  bui ld ing  t hat  offers  
var iety  of  seolnong tang ,  or  ox  bone  soup,  and other  
Korean meals  s uc h a s  bulgog i  a nd k im c hi  pancakes .

Due to  i ts  locat ion outs ide  of  cam pus,  i ts  pr ice  is  
s l ight ly  more  e xpe nsiv e  t ha n t he  cam pus food,  
ranging  f rom K R W  8 0 0 0  to  KR W  2 1 0 0 0 .  H owe ver,  for  
students  and fa c ult y  m e m be r s ,  t he y  can eat  a  
healthy  and fu l l  m ea l  wit h  KR W  8 0 0 0 .  A lso,  the  staff 
of  the  restaurant  is  qui te  c lean and we lcoming.  

Recommended meal :  Se olnong ta ng  m e dium (KR W 
8000)

-  S C H O O L  -
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Daimon Kitchen
A wooden cottage - l ike  bui ld ing  with  the  “One Piece”  P i rate  F lag  hung in  
t he  inter ior—this  lovely  restaurant  is  a  Japanese ramen food place  
locate d between Sinchon and Ewha.  Even though i t  wi l l  take  students  an  
hour  a nd a  hal f  to  eat  there  and then go back  to  school ,  th is  restaurant  
wa s  inc luded in  the  l i st  because of  i ts  superb taste .

D aim on Ki tchen is  a  good place  to  v is i t  as  i t  offers  tasty  ramen with  3  
s l ice s  of  pork  meat .  I t  works  f rom 9 :00  -  22 :00  and the  d ifferent  types  of  
ram e n (a l l  in  a  huge bowl)  cost  between KR W 6500 to  KR W 8500.   

Recommended food :  Miso  ramen (KR W 7500)

Al l  in  a l l ,  th is  i s  a  short  l i st  o f  
restaurants  and cafeter ias  students  
can v is i t  at  S inchon Campus.  This  
l i st ,  undeniably,  has  exc luded other  
good restaurants  and cafeter ias  
located in  and near  Yonsei  
Univers i ty,  S inchon Campus.  
Howe ver,  I  am conf ident  that  I  have  
covered the  major,  important  ones  
that  cost  under  KR W 10000.  A lso,  I  
am hopeful  that  th is  l i st  wi l l  help  
students  to  eat  heal thy  and f requent  
meals  dur ing  thei r  stay  in  the  
univers i ty.  After  a l l ,  heal th  is  one of  
the  most  important  aspects  of  l i fe .

-  S C H O O L  -
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The

: ARE WE REALLY TOGETHER?

DividedYonsei

The Yonse i  Ca m pus sce ne r y  re m ains  the  
same no m atte r  what  day  i t  i s —fr iendly  
faces  c hatt ing  toget he r,  re lax ing  on 
benches  or  t ur ning  re d whi le  r unning late  
to  c lass .
Fore ign  st ude nts  m ost ly  re m ain  with  
fore ign  st ude nts .
Korean  st ude nts  stay  wit h  t he i r  Korean 
f r iends.

Both  groups  gat he r  toget he r  f rom t ime to  
t ime,  to  d isc uss  c lass  m atte r s  and missed 
ass ignm e nts ,  but  t he n e v e r y one  leaves  to  
thei r  ass ig ne d te r r i tor ie s .
What  i s  pe c ul iar  i s  t hat  e xact ly  t he  same 
image can be  se e n in  U IC  m ain  bui ld ing,  
Dae woo Anne x  H a l l ,  as  we l l .  Yet ,  UIC  is  
suppose d to  be  d iffe re nt ,  inte r nat ional .  
Why are  we  not  rea l ly  l iv ing  up to  th is  
image?

U n d e r w o o d  I n te r n a t i o n a l  C o l l e g e  –  a  p l a ce  
fo r  i n te r n a t i o n a l  m i n d s — a  s loga n featured 
in  the  re ce nt  U IC  adv e r t  at  T im e s  Square  in  
Ne w Yor k .
Howe ve r,  a re  we  t r u ly  inte r nat ional?  The 
UIC  adm inist rat iv e  sy ste m  div ides  i ts  
students  a m ong st  t hre e  categor ies  
—Koreans,  Overseas Koreans,  and 
Internat ional  St ude nts .  Eac h categor y  has  a  

separate  admiss ion process  and usual ly  
enters  at  d ifferent  t imes  of  the  year.  Those 
graduat ing  f rom Korean based high schools  
start  col lege  in  the  spr ing  semester  whi le  
Internat ional  students  and Overseas  
Koreans  f rom high schools  abroad come in  
fa l l .  This  semester  d ifference might  not  
seem l ike  much,  but  i t  c reates  a  s igni f icant  
barr ier  amongst  the  two groups.  Unl ike  
thei r  spr ing  counterparts ,  fa l l  f reshmen 
rare ly  get  to  go  on a  f reshman welcoming 
MTs  or  are  ass igned to  homerooms.  I f  the y  
want  to  take  part  in  these  f reshman 
t radi t ions ,  the y  have  to  wait  for  the  e vents  
held  in  the  spr ing  semester.  Howe ver,  by  
then the  d iv ide  is  a l ready  deeply  rooted in  
the  c lass  and thus  the  part ic ipat ion is  ver y  
low amongst  internat ional  students .  UIC  
boasts  to  host  students  f rom over  40  
different  countr ies  but  seeing  those  
students  act ive ly  involved in  many of  the  
UIC  or  Yonsei  based e vents  is  ver y  rare .
 
To  get  more  ins ight  into  the  reason why 
there  ex ists  a lmost  a  barr ier  between most  
Korean students  and non-Koreans  at  UIC  I  
asked var ious  students  thei r  opinion on 
th is  matter.
Just  as  I  assumed,  most  of  those  who 
graduated f rom Korean high schools  had 

-  S C H O O L  -
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written by  Sara Rousalova

“ K o re a n  s tu d e n t s  s e e m  to  fo rg et  t h e i r  
p rev i o u s  ‘ i n te r n a t i o n a l ’  e x p e r i e n ce s  
o n ce  t h ey  retu r n  to  U I C .”

This  comment  made me real ly  th ink  of  how 
much UIC  is  st i l l  re l iant  on the  typical  
Korean univers i ty  exper ience.  Most  of  the  
univers i ty  e vents  are  run sole ly  in  Korean,  
the  potent ia l  gather ings  that  could  help  
internat ional  students  get  in  touch with  
other  students  are  often poor ly  advert ised 
or  only  in  Korean.  The language problem 
e ven impacts  Engl ish-based UIC  c lasses ,  
where  for  years  and years ,  students  have  
been complain ing  about  the  f requent  use  
of  Korean.  I t  seems that  a l l  o f  th is  
ine v i tably  p i ts  the  two groups  against  each 
other  and makes  i t  a lmost  impossible  for  us  
to  f reely  interact  regardless  of  our  
nat ional i t ies .  Some say  i t ’s  the  language 
barr ier,  but  e ven for  internat ionals  Engl ish  
i s  often not  thei r  f i rst  language.  We have  a l l  
decided to  study  at  UIC  so  i t  would  be  n ice  
i f  e ver yone could  feel  a  b i t  more  
comfortable ,  a  b i t  more  welcome.

f r iends  f rom  s im i lar  ba c kg rounds whi le  
internat iona l  st ude nts  st uc k  together  as  
wel l .  Eve r y  s ing le  re sponse  a lso  conf i rmed 
that  there  is  a  d iv ide  bet we e n t he  two 
groups.  N e v e r t he le ss ,  t he  rea sons  why 
remain  a  m y ste r y.  Som e  sug ge ste d i t  was  
due to  the  .5  c la ss  sy ste m ,  ot he r s  b lamed 
the  low num be r s  of  inte r nat ional  st udents ,  
making  t he m  a  se c lude d m inor i t y.

“ I  t h i n k  t h e  fo re i g n  s tu d e n t s  a re  a  
m i n o r i t y  w h i c h  w i l l  te n d  to  d i v i d e  
t h e m  eve n  f u r t h e r.  I f  t h e re  we re  a  b i t  
m o re  fo re i g n  s tu d e n t s ,  I  t h i n k  i t  
wo u l d  b e  a  b i t  e a s i e r.”  ( U I C  S tu d e n t )

When as ke d what  could  be  done  to  help  
improve  t h is  s i t uat ion,  e v e r y one  proposed 
more  e ve nts  a im e d to  he lp  Korean and 
internat ional  st ude nts  to  inte ract .

“ T h e re  s h o u l d  t r y  to  a t t ra c t  m o re  
fo re i g n  s tu d e n t s .  A n d  t r y  to  c re a te  
m o re  p ro g ra m s  fo r  fo re i g n  a n d  
K o re a n  s tu d e n t s  to  i n te ra c t .”  ( U I C  
S tu d e n t )

In the end, we are all in this together.

-  S C H O O L  -
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written by  Hyein Ahn

一期一会 ( i c h i g o i c h i e )
This  Japanese say ing  by  Sōj i  
roughly  t ranslates  into  “one  l i fe ,  
one encounter.”  I t  de sc r ibe s  e v e r y  
meet ing  as  a  once - in- a - l i fet im e  
encounter  and en coura ge s  us  to  
g ive  each moment  of  our  l iv e s  our  
a l l .  一期一会  a lso  ha ppe ne d to  
encapsulate  the  t wo we e k s  t hat  
the  four  UIC  stude nts  spe nt  in  
Kyoto.  This  summ e r,  four  U IC  
students  were  g iv e n a n 
opportunity  to  par t ic ipate  in  a  
program offered by  Ky oto 
Univers i ty.  The y  were  a ble  to  m ake  

t he  m ost  of  those  ne w inte l lectual  
e xpe r iences  and f r iendships  in  a  
bea ut i f u l  c i ty  where  centur ies  of  
h istor y  intersect  with  the  hust le  
and bust le  of  the  present .  

Ky oto  Univers i ty  (a lso  known as  
Ky oda i )  i s  a  nat ional  univers i ty  in  
Ky oto.  I ts  her i tage  is  matched by  i ts  
fam e  for  producing  wor ld-c lass  
re sea rchers ,  inc luding  18  Nobel  
Pr ize  laureates ,  two F ie lds  
m e dal ists ,  and one Gauss  Pr ize  
re c ip ie nt .  I t  i s  current ly  one of  
A s ia’s  h ighest  ranked univers i t ies  
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-  S C H O O L  -

and a  top -t ier  univers i ty  in  Japan.  Three  to  four  UIC  students  are  inv i ted to  
t h is  inst i tut ion e ver y  year  for  the  “Kyoto Summer  Program (KSP)  for  East  A s ia  
and G ermany Students  with  KU Students .”  This  year,  the  se lected UIC  
st ude nts  took part  in  the  program f rom July  29th  to  August  9th .  The four  
st ude nts  f rom different  majors  and different  stages  of  thei r  col lege  years  
e ngaged with  those  f rom e ven more  d iverse  backgrounds.  The 
par t ic ipants —whose majors  spanned f rom e ver ything  between e lectronic  
e ng ine er ing  to  French l i terature —were  f rom Peking  Univers i ty  in  China,  the  
U niv e r s i ty  of  Hong Kong in  Hong Kong,  Nat ional  Taiwan Univers i ty  in  Taiwan,  
and se veral  German univers i t ies  a long with  students  at  Kyoto  Univers i ty.

D e spite  the  var iety,  a l l  o f  the  part ic ipants  took the  same lectures  on 
ae st het ics  in  Japanese l i terature ,  the  human mind in  zoolog y,  envi ronmental  
te c hnolog y,  and Japanese language.  The lecture  on aesthet ics  in  Japanese 
l i te rat ure  especia l ly  left  a  l inger ing  impress ion on the  part ic ipants  as  the  
le ct ure  del ivered authent ic  aspects  of  t radi t ional  Japanese l i terature  that  
could  not  be  learned e lse where.  The Japanese l i terat i  often associated 
e nv ironmental  e lements  with  thei r  work ,  as  the y  had a  tendenc y  to  cher ish  
t he  e ssence of  nature .  This  i s  why many haikus —a short ,  c lass ical  form of  
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Japanese poetr y  in  t hre e  phra se s — ce nte r  on the  theme of  nature .  One of  
the  UIC  students  e ve n ra ise d a  que st ion,  com par ing  a  haiku  with  the  theme 
of  winter  to  a  nove l  by  Korea n m ode r nist  a ut hor  Y i  Sang.  

The program was  not  conducte d sole ly  in  t he  c lassroom,  as  i t  a lso  offered 
the  advantage of  re l ish ing  in  h istor ica l  s i tes  and beaut i fu l  scener ies  
d ist inct  to  Kyoto.  The  st ude nts  sa id  t hat  t he  f ie ld  t r ip  to  Lake Biwa was  
especia l ly  memorable  and im pre ss iv e .  L a ke  Biwa,  and i ts  surrounding 
wet land regions ,  i s  hom e  to  m a ny  anim a ls ,  such as  an  abundant  f i sh  
populat ion and mi g rator y  wate r  b i rds .  At  t he  same t ime,  Lake  Biwa draws 
the  attent ion of  tour ists  wit h  t he  1 7 t h- ce nt ur y  Hikone Cast le .  The students  
were  inv i ted to  the  la borator y  at  Shiga  U niv e r s i ty  for  a  s imple  lecture  and 
an exper iment  us ing  m ud e xt racte d f rom  t he  wet land region.  After wards ,  
the y  went  sa i l ing  o n t he  st unning  lake  and conducted another  exper iment  
by  themselves .  Wit h  a  ge nt le  bre e ze  a l l  a round them,  the y  dre w water  f rom 
the  l ake,  pur i f ied  i t ,  and sha re d c ups  of  i t  to  dr ink .

The KSP part ic ipants  of  2 0 1 9  m ost ly  star te d out  as  a  cre w of  st rangers ,  but  
in  the  end,  the y  gre w to  re cog nize  one  anot he r  as  companions,  roommates ,  
and so  much more.  Throug hout  t h is  prog ra m  of  lectures  and f ie ld  t r ips ,  the  
students  were  able  to  e nr ic h  a  bond wit h  one  another  which t ranscended 
the  boundar ies  of  nat ional i t y,  lang ua ge ,  a nd cul ture .  In  the  words  of  
Jae yeon Jeon,  c lass  of  1 5  m ajor ing  in  CLC,  the  KSP program was  an 
opportunity  to  explore  t he  wor ld ,  a nd e spe c ia l ly  so  in  the  sense  that  i t  
differs  great ly  f rom  U IC,  an  e nv i ronm e nt  whic h he  bel ie ves  to  be  heavi ly  
in f luenced by  the  Eng l ish  la ng ua ge  a nd i ts  c ul ture .  Whi le  Engl ish  remains  
the  main  means  of  com m unicat ion bet we e n students  f rom different  parts  
of  East  A s ia  and Ger m a ny,  t r i l ing ual  or  e v e n quadr i l ingual  students  d id  not  
re f ra in  f rom leadi ng  conv e r sat ions  in  Korean,  Japanese,  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese.  He sa id  t hat  i t  m a y  hav e  be e n s im ply  due to  d iffer ing  le vels  of  
master y  in  Engl ish  but  t he  fa ct  t hat  e v e r y one  had different  approaches  to  
the  language,  which re nde re d i t  as  not hing  m ore  than o n e  o f  t h e  o p t i o n s ,  
reminded him that  t he re  was  no sham e  to  not  being  able  to  speak a  fore ign 
language as  one spea k s  h is/he r  m ot he r  tong ue.  This  sounds  se l f-e v ident  
but  i t  i s  a lso  eas i ly  forgotte n whe n sur rounde d by  fe l low UIC students .

The exper ience left  t he  par t ic ipa nts  wit h  inva luable  encounters  that  took 
them be yond thei r  te xt book s  and showe d t he m a  whole  ne w wor ld .  These  
two weeks  spent  at  Ky oto  U niv e r s i t y  he lpe d a l l  o f  the  part ic ipants  to  
become academics  and indiv idua ls  who de e ply  appreciate  both  what  has  
come before  them a nd what  l ie s  ahea d.
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Alzheimer’s Disease Research 
at Yonsei University
A look inside Professor YoungSoo Kim’s laboratory

Professor  Youn g Soo Kim  of  U nde r wood Internat ional  
Col lege’s  B io - Conv e rge nce  Ma jor  has  been doing  
re volut ionar y  re sea rc h in  t he  f ie ld  of  A lzheimer ’s  
d isease.  Profe ssor  K im  use s  anim a l  models  to  
s imulate  A lzhe im e r ’s  d isease  to  f ind dr ug  candidates  
and biomarkers  t hat  ca n indicate  t he  pre sence of  the  
d isease  ear ly  on in  i ts  de v e lopm e nt .  The  research that  
Professor  K im doe s  is  inte rdisc ipl ina r y,  as  i t  combines  
var ious  d isc ipl ine s  of  nat ural  sc ie nce s  inc luding  
organic  chem ist r y,  c he m ical  ne urobiolog y  and 
biochemistr y.  Profe ssor  K im’s  laborator y  uses  
sol id-phase  pe pt ide  sy nt he sis ,  prote in- ba sed in  v i t ro  
assays ,  HTS d r ug  sc re e ning ,  and in  v i t ro  animal  
studies .  

A lzheimer ’s  d is ea se  is  c haracte r ize d by  memor y  loss  
and cognit ive  de f ic i ts .  The  pat hophy siolog y  of  
A lzheimer ’s  d is ea se  is  t he  for m at ion of  t wo types  of  
bra in  les ions .  The se  bra in  le s ions  a re  se ni le  p laques  
and neurof ibr i l la r y  f ibe r s .  The  for m at ion of  the  bra in  
les ions  occurs  y ear s  pr ior  to  t he  pre se nce of  c l in ical  

symptoms.  Thus,  i t  i s  imperat ive  to  f ind ear ly  
detect ion tools .  In  terms of  A lzheimer ’s  d isease  
therapeut ics ,  Professor  K im’s  laborator y  is  working  
on f inding  drug targets  to  a l le v iate  the  symptoms 
of  the  neurodegenerat ive  d isease.

Professor  K im’s  research is  largely  d iv ided into  
three  categor ies  –  drug discover y,  d i agnost ic  
methods  and methodolog y  de velopment .  In  drug 
discover y,  a  ke y  molecule  that  Professor  K im’s  
team found was  4- (2-hydrox yethyl ) -1-  
p iperaz inepropanesulphonic  ac id  (EPPS) .  EPPS can 
break down neurotox ic  p laques  of  amyloid-β  (Aβ)  
that  form dur ing  A lzheimer ’s  d isease  de velopment .  
The disaggregat ion of  Aβ plaques  was  obser ved to  
mit igate  symptoms of  cognit ive  def ic i ts  and 
memor y  loss  in  mice  models .  An  important  
impl icat ion of  EPPS’s  abi l i ty  to  reduce the  le vel  o f  
behavioral  def ic i ts  in  mice  is  that  the  format ion of  
Aβ plaques  is  a  crucia l  factor  of  A lzheimer ’s  d isease  
progress ion.  
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In  d iagnost ic  m et hods,  Profe ssor  K im’s  
laborator y  de v e lope d a  b lood te st  that  can 
detect  A lzhe im e r ’s  d isea se .  Am y loid-β  (Aβ)  
protein  is  st rong ly  cor re late d wit h  t he  onset  of  
Alzheimer ’s  d isease .  Aβ is  a  b iom a r ker  that  i s  
able  to  cross  t he  blood- brain  bar r ie r.  EPPS can 
be used to  se parate  Aβ ag g regates  into  
monomers  and t h is  can be  qua nt i f ie d.  Whi le  the  
direct  causat ion of  A lzhe im e r ’s  d isease  as  Aβ 
aggregates  is  not  f u l ly  conf i r m e d,  t here  is  a  
strong corre lat ion wit h  t he  conce nt rat ion of  Aβ 
and Alzhei m e r ’s  d isease  de v e lopm e nt .  I t  i s  
cr i t ica l  that  ot he r  b iom a r ke r s  a re  inv e st igated to  
use in  conjunct ion wit h  Aβ to  f ur t he r  corroborate  
the  blood test  re sul ts  for  t he  a cc urate  d iagnosis  
of  A lzheime r ’s  d isease .
 
F inal ly,  in  methodolog y de velopment ,  Professor  
Kim outl ines the ways in  which Alzheimer ’s  
disease mice models  can be prepared.  An acute 
mouse model  can be made by direct ly  inject ing A
β into the intracerebroventr icular  inject ion.  In  
addit ion,  Professor  Kim de veloped a method to 
efficiently  synthesize Aβ.  
 
Professor  K im  was  h ig hly  succe ssful  in  
ident i fy ing  ke y  dr ug  ta rgets ,  d iag nost ic  methods  
and the  ne ce ssar y  protocol  to  de v e lop mice  
models  to  st udy  t he  bra in .  This  doe s  not  mean 
that  he  d id  not  fa ce  any  obstac le s .  F i rst ,  as  
Professor  K im  is  not  a  m e dica l  doctor,  he  is  not  
able  to  pe r for m  his  own c l in ical  t r ia ls .  This  
means that  t ranslat ional  re sea rc h is  often 
diff icul t .  Howe v e r,  Profe ssor  K im  is  able  to  
col laborate  wit h  S inc hon Se v e ra nce’s  neurolog y  

Prof.  K i m wi th 
underg raduate students  
workin g i n  hi s  l ab,  thei r  

names are  (c l oc kwi s e f rom 
top l eft )

Seungw oo H O N G  ( BC ‘1 7 )
Sol jee  YO O N  ( Ewha U niv.  

Se nior )
Hyung  J i  L EE ( BC ‘1 8 )
Daky ung  L EE ( BC ‘1 6 )

So he e  PARK ( BC '1 6 ,  
Integrated BS/MS deg re e  in  

Phar m a c y )  
Hee ya ng  L EE ( BC ‘1 6 ,  

Integrated BS/MS deg re e  in  
Phar m a c y )

Prof.  Young Soo KIM
Daniel l a  U G AY  ( LSBT ‘1 6 )

department  in  order  to  further  study  the  effects  of  
his  research.  Second,  A lzheimer ’s  Disease’s  main  
r isk  factor  i s  ag ing.  This  means  that  the  research 
needs  t ime for  ce l ls  and mice  to  age.  I t  may take  
months  and e ven years  for  the  mice  models  to  
show behavioral  def ic i ts .  Thus,  i t  i s  imperat ive  to  
p lan ahead to  age  the  mice  to  test  for  certa in  drug 
targets .  Thi rd ,  administer ing  drugs  in  animal  
test ing  requires  many mice  models  of  the  same 
gender,  age  and Alzheimer ’s  d isease  progress ion.  
There  needs  to  be  both  posi t ive  and negat ive  
controls ,  as  wel l  as  the  mice  tested with  the  drug 
targets .  Approximately  a  hundred mice  may be  
required for  a  test  us ing  a  s ingle  drug target .  
 
Professor  K im gave  valuable  advice  for  UIC  
students  interested in  going  to  graduate  school .  I t  
i s  ver y  important  to  have  laborator y  exper ience,  
especia l ly  as  an  undergraduate  student  in  
b iological  sc iences .  Working  in  a  lab  suggests  a  
good representat ion of  l i fe  as  a  graduate  student .  
In  addit ion,  students  can interact  with  graduate  
students  and get  a  f i rst-hand exper ience of  
conduct ing  thei r  own research.  
 
Current ly,  Professor  K im is  working  with  
undergraduate  and graduate  students  f rom UIC 
and the  School  of  pharmac y.  He is  organiz ing  a  
remodel ing  of  the  laborator y  research area  to  
accommodate  behavioral  studies  in  mice.  
Professor  K im is  hoping to  conduct  more  studies  
to  further  e luc idate  the  mechanisms of  
A lzheimer ’s  d isease  and to  f ind more  drug targets  
for  therapeut ic  effects .
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Launching a Career

The overal l  youth  une m ploy m e nt  rate  of  Sout h  Korea has  been cont inuously  r is ing  
s ince  2001 and has  rea c he d 1 0 .4 %  as  of  J une  2019,  a  rate  s igni f icant ly  h igher  than 
3 .7% of  Japan and 8 .6 %  of  t he  U nite d State s .  In  the  Korean context ,  the  law def ines  
youth  as  persons  bet we e n 9  to  2 4 .  More  a nd more  young adults  are  becoming 
discouraged as  the y  fa ce  t he  ha r sh  rea l i t y  afte r  graduat ing  f rom ei ther  h igh  school  or  
col lege.  A  decent  e ducat ional  bac kg round no longer  guarantees  a  job.  The standards  
of  companies  have  be com e  hig he r  t ha n e v e r  because compet i t ion is  intense  with  a  
large  pool  of  indiv iduals  a pply ing  for  l im ite d job posi t ions .  Job market  compet i t ion,  
howe ver,  does  not  ne ce ssa r i ly  beg in  a fte r  one  graduates  f rom col lege.  I t  begins  e ven 
before  that  with  in te r nships .  

A l though many Korean hum a n re source  m a nagers  c la im that  i t  i s  not  necessar y  for  
indiv iduals  to  have  com plete d at  lea st  one  internship  before  apply ing  for  fu l l -t ime 
job posi t ions ,  i t  ha s  som e what  be com e  a  nor m for  South Korean col lege  students  to  
search and apply  for  inte r nships  as  a  st rateg ic  tool  to  bui ld  thei r  future  career.  Work  
exper ience has  becom e  one  of  t he  m ost  c r uc ia l  aspects  employers  consider  when 
the y  h i re  people .  A s  se l f ish  as  i t  m a y  sound,  f i r ms st r ive  to  minimize  investment  (e .g .  
cost  and t ime for  sk i l l  de v e lopm e nt  t ra in ing  programs)  and maximize  prof i t  by  h i r ing  
indiv iduals  who are  a l rea dy  fa m i l ia r  wi t h  t he  work  envi ronment  and thus  more  l ike ly  
to  adjust  quickly.  A s  a  re sul t ,  a  g reat  num be r  of  undergraduate  students  constant ly  
feel  the  pressure  to  wor k  a s  inte r ns  at  pr ivate  or  publ ic  enterpr ises ,  educat ional  
inst i tut ions ,  or  inte r nat ional  orga nizat ions .
 
Being  accepted as  a n  inte r n  at  a  pre st ig ious  f i rm,  howe ver,  i s  extremely  chal lenging  
with  more  than a  hundre d appl ica nts  for  intern  posi t ion offer ings .  In  fact ,  Henkel  
Korea,  a  chemical  and consum e r  goods  m ult inat ional  company,  has  c la imed that  i t  
receives  about  150  to  2 0 0  a ppl icat ions  for  thei r  regular  summer  and winter  
internship  programs t hat  usua l ly  ha v e  1 5  openings .  S imi lar ly,  the  Innis f ree  Global  
Market ing  Team cla im e d t hat  t he y  re ce iv e d 55  appl icat ions  in  two days  for  thei r  
August  2019 inter n  ope ning ,  forc ing  t he m  to  c lose  appl icat ions  ear l ier  than 
expected.  For  P&G ,  an  Am e r ica n m ult inat ional  consumer  goods  company,  the  
compet i t ion rat io  rea c he s  5 0 0 :1 ,  a  rat io  t hat  c lear ly  indicates  the  chal lenge of  being  
accepted as  an  inte r n.  N e v e r t he le ss ,  s ince  one  appl icant  can and usual ly  does  apply  
for  se veral  intern  posi t ions ,  t he  c ha nce s  a re  better  than as  i t  appears .  

:Student Internships in South Korea
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Applying for  Internships
The  m ost  common way to  apply  for  an  internship  is  to  v is i t  popular  onl ine  
job - searching  websi tes  (e .g .  JobKorea,  JobPlanet ,  Superookie ,  Peoplenjob,  
etc . )  or  col lege  career  s i tes .  Other  methods  would  be  v is i t ing  the  company’s  
care e r  sect ion homepage to  upload one’s  resume to  the  company’s  
database  or  cold-mai l ing  HR managers  e ven i f  there  is  no intern  posi t ion 
ope ning posted at  the  moment .  

Resumes:  Showing your  Qual i f icat ions  
“ S h ow  w h a t  t h ey [ f i r m s ]  wa n t  to  s e e  o n  t h e  re s u m e”  
In  order  for  one to  gain  work  exper ience as  an  intern  and e ventual ly  carr y  
out  a  successful  career  in  South Korea,  i t  i s  recommended to  prepare  in  
a dva nce.  Creat ing  a  sol id  resume would  be  the  f i rst  step in  secur ing  an 
inte r nship  posi t ion at  a  prest ig ious  f i rm.  The resume should  be  
st ra ig ht for ward and concise ,  a  length  of  no more  than two pages ,  s ingle  
pa ge  being  opt imal .  I t  i s  a lso  important  to  focus  on one’s  ke y  
a c hie v ements ,  exper iences ,  or  capabi l i t ies  and to  provide  speci f ic  deta i ls  
rat he r  than t r y ing  to  squee ze  “e ver ything”  into  one’s  resume.  One must  
t horoughly  research the  f i rm and read careful ly  the  speci f ic  deta i ls  of  the  
inte r nship  before  f inal iz ing  the  resume.  Not  a l l  f i rms look for  the  same 
qua l i t ies .  Therefore ,  i t  i s  essent ia l  to  f igure  out  what  the  f i rm wants  to  see  
f rom  t he  candidate  and to  d i rect ly  show them re le vant  competencies .  

Inter views:  Showing who You are  
“ D o n’ t  t h i n k  o f  i n te r v i ew s  a s  eva l u a t i o n s ,  t h i n k  o f  t h e m  a s  i n te l l e c tu a l  
co n ve rs a t i o n s ”  
Ma ny  candidates  consider  inter v ie ws to  be  the  most  int imi dat ing  step 
t hroug hout  the  intern  appl icat ion process .  In  the  case  of  consult ing  f i rms 
suc h as  Bain  &  Company,  PwC Consult ing ,  and Roland Berger,  i t  i s  h ighly  
re com mended to  read Case  in  Point  by  Marc  P.  Cosent ino,  a  book 
considered as  the  “bible”  for  the  consult ing  industr y.  The book wi l l  help  
indiv iduals  to  learn  how case  inter v ie ws are  carr ied  out  and ways  in  which 
t he y  can study  for  them.  Other  helpful  pract ices  would  be  to  search onl ine  
for  g uesst imat ion problems or  bra in  teasers ,  the  types  of  quest ions  that  
usua l ly  pop up once or  twice  dur ing  consult ing  f i rm inter v ie ws.  One should  
a lso  prepare  for  more  personal  quest ions  such as  “ Why consul t ing?”,  “ Why 
t he  speci f ic  f i rm[e.g .  Bain]?”,  and “ Why you?”The Korean job market is  tough and 

hypercompetit ive.  For students to 
successful ly  launch their  careers,  i t  
has become highly necessar y to 
participate in internships.  Searching 
for  appropriate internship posit ions 
is  a long and arduous process,  from 
acquir ing language proficiency tests 
and taking part  in extracurricular  
activit ies to writ ing one’s resume 
and going to inter views.  I t  is  indeed 
a fr ightening experience and a 
challenge,  but with a decent amount 
of  preparation,  even the shyest  and 
seemingly least  confident can excel .  
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The overal l  youth  une m ploy m e nt  rate  of  Sout h  Korea has  been cont inuously  r is ing  
s ince  2001 and has  rea c he d 1 0 .4 %  as  of  J une  2019,  a  rate  s igni f icant ly  h igher  than 
3 .7% of  Japan and 8 .6 %  of  t he  U nite d State s .  In  the  Korean context ,  the  law def ines  
youth  as  persons  bet we e n 9  to  2 4 .  More  a nd more  young adults  are  becoming 
discouraged as  the y  fa ce  t he  ha r sh  rea l i t y  afte r  graduat ing  f rom ei ther  h igh  school  or  
col lege.  A  decent  e ducat ional  bac kg round no longer  guarantees  a  job.  The standards  
of  companies  have  be com e  hig he r  t ha n e v e r  because compet i t ion is  intense  with  a  
large  pool  of  indiv iduals  a pply ing  for  l im ite d job posi t ions .  Job market  compet i t ion,  
howe ver,  does  not  ne ce ssa r i ly  beg in  a fte r  one  graduates  f rom col lege.  I t  begins  e ven 
before  that  with  in te r nships .  

A l though many Korean hum a n re source  m a nagers  c la im that  i t  i s  not  necessar y  for  
indiv iduals  to  have  com plete d at  lea st  one  internship  before  apply ing  for  fu l l -t ime 
job posi t ions ,  i t  ha s  som e what  be com e  a  nor m for  South Korean col lege  students  to  
search and apply  for  inte r nships  as  a  st rateg ic  tool  to  bui ld  thei r  future  career.  Work  
exper ience has  becom e  one  of  t he  m ost  c r uc ia l  aspects  employers  consider  when 
the y  h i re  people .  A s  se l f ish  as  i t  m a y  sound,  f i r ms st r ive  to  minimize  investment  (e .g .  
cost  and t ime for  sk i l l  de v e lopm e nt  t ra in ing  programs)  and maximize  prof i t  by  h i r ing  
indiv iduals  who are  a l rea dy  fa m i l ia r  wi t h  t he  work  envi ronment  and thus  more  l ike ly  
to  adjust  quickly.  A s  a  re sul t ,  a  g reat  num be r  of  undergraduate  students  constant ly  
feel  the  pressure  to  wor k  a s  inte r ns  at  pr ivate  or  publ ic  enterpr ises ,  educat ional  
inst i tut ions ,  or  inte r nat ional  orga nizat ions .
 
Being  accepted as  a n  inte r n  at  a  pre st ig ious  f i rm,  howe ver,  i s  extremely  chal lenging  
with  more  than a  hundre d appl ica nts  for  intern  posi t ion offer ings .  In  fact ,  Henkel  
Korea,  a  chemical  and consum e r  goods  m ult inat ional  company,  has  c la imed that  i t  
receives  about  150  to  2 0 0  a ppl icat ions  for  thei r  regular  summer  and winter  
internship  programs t hat  usua l ly  ha v e  1 5  openings .  S imi lar ly,  the  Innis f ree  Global  
Market ing  Team cla im e d t hat  t he y  re ce iv e d 55  appl icat ions  in  two days  for  thei r  
August  2019 inter n  ope ning ,  forc ing  t he m  to  c lose  appl icat ions  ear l ier  than 
expected.  For  P&G ,  an  Am e r ica n m ult inat ional  consumer  goods  company,  the  
compet i t ion rat io  rea c he s  5 0 0 :1 ,  a  rat io  t hat  c lear ly  indicates  the  chal lenge of  being  
accepted as  an  inte r n.  N e v e r t he le ss ,  s ince  one  appl icant  can and usual ly  does  apply  
for  se veral  intern  posi t ions ,  t he  c ha nce s  a re  better  than as  i t  appears .  
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Overview of Underwood Division Majors: 

International Studies

International  Studies  ( IS)  Major  

International  Studies  Major  Courses  at  U I C 

The internat ional  st udie s  m ajor  offe re d at  UIC  combines  three  main  f ie lds  of  study:  internat ional  re lat ions ,  
internat ional  e conom ic s ,  and inte r nat ional  law.  The interdisc ipl inar y  nature  of  the  curr iculum al lows i ts  
students  to  acq uire  a  we l l - rounde d unde r standing of  the  numerous  issues  occurr ing  in  the  g lobal ized wor ld  
at  both  regiona l  a nd inte r nat ional  le v e ls .  Topics  range f rom or iental ism,  real ism,  and construct iv ism to  
human r ights  v io lat ions ,  susta inable  de v elopment ,  and t r i latera l  cooperat ion between Northeast  A s ian 
countr ies .  Throug h inte nsiv e  re searc h,  pre sentat ions ,  and discuss ions ,  IS  majors  learn  how to  express  thei r  
cr i t ica l  opinions  in  a  cohe siv e  m anne r  not  only  through wr i t ing  but  a lso  speech.  The y  have  opportunit ies  to  
exerc ise  st rategic  t h ink ing  sk i l l s  by  integ rat ing  informat ion and de veloping solut ions  for  socio -economic  
issues .  Students  a lso  lear n  how to  ide nt i f y  and interpret  ne w socia l  paradigms,  use  comparat ive  an alys is  to  
draw connect io ns ,  and apply  t ra di t ional  internat ional  re lat ions  theor ies  to  the  real  wor ld .  

U IC’s  internat ional  studies  major ’s  focus  on foster ing  a  g lobal  mindset  
m a kes  i t  unique.  A  r ich  array  of  courses  speci f ica l ly  focus  on East  A s ia ,  
t hus  a l lowing students  to  bui ld  a  st rong regional  expert ise .  Howe ver,  
t he re  are  a lso  numerous  IS  courses  that  touch upon re le vant  issues  
f rom an internat ional  perspect ive .  Through r igorous  course -work ,  
st udents  are  dr iven to  acquire  an  interdisc ipl inar y  and f lex ib le  
m indset ,  a  core  value  that  ser ves  as  a  st rong bas is  for  ga in ing  future  
g lobal  compet i t iveness .  
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Te rrorism and 
I nternational  Security  
( i nternational  relat ions)
This  course  covers  topic s  suc h as  
convent ional  mi l i tar y  se c ur i t y,  
nuclear  weapons,  se c ur i t izat ion,  
terro r ism,  economi c  a nd pol i t ica l  
secur i ty,  and feminist  pe r spe ct iv e s  
on secur i ty.  I t  i s  a  cour se  
recommended to  st ude nts  who 
enjoy  engaging  in  d isc uss ions  
s ince  a lmost  50% o f  t he  cour se  is  
comprised of  d iscuss ions  and 
presentat ions .  There  a re  t wo 
research papers  that  m ust  be  
submitted but  stud e nts  should  
keep in  mind that  par t ic ipat ion is  
the  most  important .  

Investment  Analysis  and 
Global  Management 
( international  
economics)
St ude nts  can learn  bas ic  f inancia l  
te r m s and make real - l i fe  
a ppl icat ions .  On the  midterm and 
f ina l ,  students  wi l l  be  asked to  
a nswe r  quest ions  l ike ,  “ I f  you want  
to  buy  a  condominium in  Ne w York ,  
what  would  you have  to  do in  
orde r  to  not  pay  over  the  inherent  
va lue  a s  a  prudent  buyer?”  Overal l ,  
st ude nts  state  that  the  course  is  
use f ul  but  some have complained 
t hat  t he y  had diff icul ty  prepar ing  
for  e xa ms s ince  the  course  has  no 
te xt book or  powerpoints .  A l l  the  
conte nt  is  del ivered through 
le ct ure s .  

International  Law  an d 
Governance 
( international  law )  
This  course  focuses  on how the  
wor ld ’s  in f rastructure  is  being  
shaped through law and 
governance.  I t  i s  one of  the  UIC  
courses  that  provides  the  best  
qual i ty  lectures  and students  wi l l  
be  able  to  analyze  the  inter face  of  
internat ional  law and governance 
through the  pr ism of  i ssues  such 
as  p i rac y,  g lobal  warming,  and 
de velopment .  There  are ,  howe ver,  
a  fe w downsides .  The in-c lass  
midterm exam lasts  for  5  hours  
whi le  the  f inal  i s  10  hours .  
Students  might  a lso  have  to  
sacr i f ice  thei r  hol idays  for  
make -up c lasses .  

Brief  over view of  some IS  Major  Courses

Prospective  Career  Paths

Internat ional  st udie s  st ude nts  ha v e  com parat ive  advantage when i t  comes to  choosing  thei r  career  path.  IS  
majors  are  not  spe c i f ica l ly  conf ine d to  one f ie ld  of  study  and th is  a l lows them to  launch careers  in  var ious  
industr ies  anywhe re  around t he  wor ld .  A lso,  UIC  IS  a lumni  have  constant ly  stated that  the  h igh le vel  o f  
prof ic ienc y  in  Eng l ish  a nd c r i t ica l  t h ink ing  sk i l l s  that  the y  have  obtained throughout  thei r  col lege  l i fe  have  
great ly  benef i te d t he m  whe n se e k ing  inte r nships  and fu l l -t ime job posi t ions  after  graduat ion.  

Dae wook Kwon [ IS  Cla ss  of  2 0 0 9 ]  now wor ks  for  McKinse y  &  Company’s  Amsterdam office  as  a  man agement  
consultant .  Whe n he  wa s  a  junior,  he  a lso  worked for  Boeing  Company as  an  intern.  At  a  recent  a lumni  ta lk ,  
he  stated that  t he  com m unicat ion and st rategic  th inking  sk i l l s  that  he  de veloped throughout  h is  IS  major  
courses  a l lowed him  to  e xce l  in  consult ing  f i rm case  inter v ie ws.  He was  able  to  construct  h is  unique analys is  
f rame work  that  im pre sse d t he  inte r v ie we r s ,  secur ing  h im the  job posi t ion.

Suj in  K im [ IS  Cla ss  of  2 0 1 3 ]  i s  c ur re nt ly  working  at  the  Internat ional  Labor  Organizat ion ( ILO) ,  a  United 
Nat ions  agenc y,  p lanning  a nd e xe c ut ing  susta inable  de velopment  projects  in  South Amer ica .  She sa id  in  her  
recent  career  ta lk  t hat  she  be cam e  inte re sted in  ILO when she took the  Internat ional  Organizat ion and Law 
course  taught  by  profe ssor  Man Kwon Kim .  With  ass istance f rom IS  professors ,  she  was  able  to  successful ly  
apply  for  the  ILO  inte r nship  and wa s  offe red an offic ia l  job  posi t ion a  fe w months  later.  

Other  IS  a lumn i  ha v e  be com e  succe ssf ul  lawyers  or  law school  students  of  prest ig ious  univers i t ies  both  in  
South Korea and abroad.  The re  are  a lso  indiv iduals  who have jo ined the  Korea Nat ional  Diplomat ic  Academy 
to  pursue a  ca re e r  as  d iplom ats  whi le  ot hers  have  started a  f inance or  market ing  career  in  mult inat ional  
corporat ions  su c h as  P&G  a nd J ohnson &  J ohnson.  Thus,  the  IS  major  grants  i ts  students  the  mer i t  to  secure  
leadership  posi t ions  in  va r ious  a rea s  suc h as  government  and fore ign ser v ices ,  mult inat ional  corporat ions ,  
law f i rms,  and inte r nat ional  orga nizat ions .
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The spr ints  that  car r y  l i fe - or- deat h  de spe rat ion;  the  
dynamic  tackles  t hat  inspire  t he  f ie rce  sense  of  
compet i t ion;  th e  a g g re ss iv e  he c k l ing  and 
s logan-chant ing  f rom  t he  a udie nce ;  t he  detonat ive  
roars  that  s i lence  t he  opposi t ion.  At  t h is  moment ,  
nothing  e lse  matte r s :  t he  m idte r m s y ou fa i led,  the  
increas ing  unemploy m e nt  rate ,  t he  e vas ive  t rue  
meaning of  l i fe —let  t he m  be  forgotte n for  now.  You are  
here  for  v ictor y.  

The mesmeriz ing  spe ctac le  of  spor ts  i s  e noug h to  igni te  
the  pass ionate  hea r ts  of  a ny  col lege  f re shmen.  That  
dream of  rac ing  the  f ie ld  wit h  tea m m ate s ,  la id  as ide  for  
the  excuse  of  col lege  pre parat ion,  be c kons.  You f ind 
yoursel f  re f lected in  t he  dete r m ine d at hlete  shower ing  
with  sweat :  the  hero  whom  y ou once  aspire d to  be.  I f  
you are  seeking  a  p lace  to  re discov e r  t hat  bur ied 
pass ion,  RC Olympic s  wi l l  be  y our  sta ge .

I f  Harr y  Potter  a nd his  f r ie nds  at  H og warts  had 
Quidditch  games,  w e  Mug g le s  at  Yonse i  U niv e rs i ty  have  
RC Olympics .  RC O ly m pic s ,  a  soul - st i r r ing  drama of  
twists  and turns  b et we e n t he  t we lv e  house s  of  the  RC 
program,  is  the  most  c he r ishe d int ra - sc hool  sports  
compet i t ion for  Yo nse i  U niv e r s i t y  f re shm e n.  To provide  
some context ,  the  RC sta nds  for  “Re s ide nt ia l  Col lege,”  a  
prest ig ious  educat ion m ode l  t hat  weav e s  c lassroom 
learning  with  com m unit y  l i fe  by  offe r ing  var ious  
lectures ,  per forma nce s ,  conte sts ,  a nd soc ia l  e vents  to  
part ic ipate  in .  Th e re  are  in  tota l  t we lv e  houses  in  
Yonsei ’s  RC program ,  ea c h wit h  i ts  own dist inguished 
theme and cul t ure — Al le n,  U nde r wood,  Av ison,  
Baekyang,  Yun Do ng joo,  Yong jae ,  Muak ,  Appenzel ler,  
Evergreen,  Won Chul ,  Chi - won,  a nd Che ong song.  

Students  t ra in  toget he r  to  c la im  t he  t hrone of  the  
season,  which is  dete r m ine d by  t he  ov e ral l  pe r formance 
in  the  fo l lowing  f iv e  e nt r ie s :  socce r,  basketbal l ,  
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badminton,  table  tennis  and re lay.  Whi le  the  teams may 
not  p lay  in  a  crowded stadium of  b l inding  l ights —with  
hundreds  of  reporters  d i rect ing  thei r  cameras  and 
profess ional  commentators  analyz ing  each move —the y  
are  fueled by  the  support  and shared en thusiasm of  
other  housemates .  The bleachers  for  Appenzel ler  have  
a lways  remained warm with  eager  Appenzel ler  res idents  
and i ts  beloved,  t i re less  Res ident ia l  Master,  Professor  
Chad Denton.  

The RC Olympics  of  2019  has  surely  been a  theater  of  
exc i tement ,  a l l  the  way  through i ts  c los ing  ceremony 
held  on November  13th  at  the  V is ion Hal l  at  Songdo 
campus.  The ceremony consisted of  three  phases :  the  
per formances  of  pulsat ing  rhythms prepared by  R YU 
(Rap in  da  Yonsei  Univers i ty ) ,  the  magni f icent  award 
ceremony and the  adrenal ine - f lowing afterparty.  
Embarking  with  the  congratulator y  address  f rom the  
dean of  the  RC program,  the  e vent  a lso  hosted plenty  of  
raffles  to  enr ich  and upl ift  the  atmosphere  of  
celebrat ion.

Whi le  the  Yoon Dong joo house se ized the  t i t le  of  f inal  
champion,  the  Appenzel ler  house —one of  the  two 
internat ional  houses  in  the  RC program—finished as  
fe w-points -short  second.  Below are  the  inter v ie ws 
conducted with  the  team coaches  and Professor  Chad 
Denton,  the  current  super v isor  for  the  house.
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RC W h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  yo u r  te a m  fro m  a l l  t h e  o t h e rs ?
Def in i te ly  teamw or k .  W e  ha d m any  ta le nte d players  we could  rotate  
throughout  the  s ea son but  t hat  i s  not  a l l .  W e created our  own ident i ty.  
We belong togethe r  a nd t he  com m unicat ion enabled us  to  ut i l i ze  our  
st rengths  and weak ne sse s  to  br ing  out  t he  best  of  the  team.  Be yond 
the  sports ,  we a re  f r ie nds:  a  bunc h of  g uy s  who badly  wanted to  win.

W h a t  wa s  t h e  m o s t  m e m o ra b l e  m a tc h ?
In  the  semif inals ,  we beat  Yong jae  house,  who was  the  champion for  
soccer  last  year.  There  was  a  lot  of  pressure ,  but  that  i s  what  made 
t he  v ictor y  e ven sweeter.  We were  los ing  one to  zero.  Then we came 
ba ck  e ven with  miss ing  the  main  keeper  and st r iker.  I ,  the  coach,  had 
to  play  as  the  keeper  and i t  was  as  insane as  i t  sounds —we almost  
gave  up.  But  I  re lent less ly  cheered for  the  team despite  the  worst  
c i rcumstances  and that  somehow led to  our  comeback with  four  
goals .

The Appenzel ler  
house would not  
expect  anything less  
of  the success the y 
have cult ivated this  
year  as  Professor  
Denton f inished the 
inter vie w with a 
pronouncement to 
prospective next  
year ’s  competitors:  
“ I  a m  e x p e c t i n g  
eve n  m o re  n e x t  
ye a r.  T h e  p re s s u re  
i s  o n  yo u ,  s o  s ta r t  
t ra i n i n g !”

JoonHwa Lee,  
Basketbal l  coach,  
Quant i tat ive  R isk  
Management  major,  
enter ing  c lass  of  18

J unsung  Le e ,  
Socce r  coac h,  

Na nosc ie nce  a nd 
Eng ine e r ing  m a jor,  

enter ing  c lass  of  1 8

Professor  Chad Denton,  
Res ident ia l  master  of  
Appenzel ler

H ow  d o  yo u  fe e l  a b o u t  t h e  a c h i eve m e n t  o f  yo u r  h o u s e ?
I  am so exc i ted as  I  ha v e  be e n g la dly  watc hing  most  of  the  games and 
I  c lear ly  understa nd how m uc h wor k  ha s  gone into  th is  s ingle  cup.  A s  
c losely  as  I  hav e  be e n wit h  t he m ,  I  k now what  th is  means  to  the  
students  and that  a lso  m ea ns  so  m uc h to  me.

D o  yo u  t h i n k  t h e s e  R C  O l y m p i c s  a n d  s p o r t s  eve n t s  h a ve  a  p o s i t i ve  
i m p a c t  o n  s tu d e n t s ?
Absolutely,  I  th i nk  i t ’s  a  g reat  wa y  to  ha v e  much more  balance in  l i fe  
and a  good st re ss  re l ie f.  I  com pet i t iv e ly  ran  the  marathon th is  
semester  and got  to  inte ract  wit h  m a ny students  which was  
del ight fu l .  I  real ly  look  for wa rd to  e xpanding the  program and I  hope 
next  year  we can  a dd ul t im ate  f r isbe e  as  a n  entr y.
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Strange f ru i ts  are  hang ing  in  t he  
st reets  of  Yonsei .  The  re d and white  
banners  a l l  over  cam pus g rounds  
are  wr i tten  by  c leane r s  prote st ing  
the  school ’s  a l leged breac h of  t he  
Labor  Standards  A ct ,  unfa i r  la bor  
pract ices ,  and negat iv e  t reat m e nt  
of  labor  unions .  Th e  fa ct  t hat  t he se  
protests  have  occur re d c y c l ica l ly  in  
recent  years ,  not  o nly  at  Yonse i  but  
a lso  other  unive r s i t ie s ,  sug ge sts  
that  th is  i s  not  a  te m porar y  issue  
with  a  s imple  solut ion.

Univers i t ies  often confe r  re sponsi -
b i l i t ies  to  th i rd - par t y  c leaning  
ser v ice  companies .  W he n univ e r s i -
t ies  are  faced with  f unding  shor tag -
es ,  th is  ine v i tabl y  lea ds  to  t he  
restructur ing  of  c lea ning  pe r sonne l  
or  deter iorat ing  wor k ing  condi-
t ions .  The schools ’  c la im s,  in  t he  
words  of  John R awls ,  would  be  
considered as  “per fe ct ly  rat ional”  
but  a lso  “h ighly  unreasona ble .”   
Whi le  i t  i s  per fe ct ly  rat ional  for  
univers i t ies  to  cut  costs ,  t he i r  prop-
osi t ions  to  the  c leane r s  a re  d iff ic ul t  
to  label  as  reasona ble  sug ge st ions .

Reasonableness ,  according  to  
Rawls ,  could  be  spe c i f ie d  in  t wo 
basic  aspects .  F i rst ,  a  reasona ble  
person or  ent i ty  would  sug ge st  fa i r  
terms of  cooperat ion a nd wi l l ing ly  
fo l low them when t he y  are  a ssure d 
that  others ,  who  a re  of  e qual  
status ,  would  do t he  sam e .  For  
instance,  i f  two equa l  st ude nts  A  
and B  are  prepar ing  for  a  g roup 
pres entat ion,  the y  would  sug ge st  
standards  of  coope rat ion t hat  are  

m ut ual ly  acceptable  to  both  part ies  
a nd would  fo l low those  standards  i f  
bot h  part ies  agree.  Those terms 
could  be  just i f ied,  s ince  equal  
e nt i t ie s  have  agreed upon them and 
a re  t herefore  rec iprocal ,  meaning 
t he y  a re  impart ia l  but  a lso  benef i -
c ia l  to  those  who fo l low them.  
More over,  reasonable  agencies  are  
uni ts  of  responsibi l i ty.  Hence,  when 
t he  reasonable  terms of  coopera-
t ion a re  broken,  the y  take  responsi -
b i l i t y.  Suppose A  and B  decided to  
eac h prepare  for  hal f  o f  the  presen-
tat ion.  This  means  A  would  be  
re sponsible  for  hal f  o f  the  presen-
tat ion and would  be  held  account-
a ble  i f  he  or  she  could  not  complete  
t he  ass igned part .  S imply  put ,  whi le  
rat ional i ty  i s  a  tool  for  promoting  
one’s  prof i t ,  reasonableness  is  a  
tool  for  one to  communicate  with  
ot he r s .

Fol lowing these  def in i t ions ,  i t  i s  
diffic ul t  to  c la im that  univers i t ies  
a re  reasonable  in  deal ing  with  the  
ja ni tor ia l  staff.  The univers i ty,  f i rst  
of  a l l ,  suggests  terms of  coopera-
t ion t hat  the  c leaners  would  not  
ha v e  a greed to  i f  the y  were  of  equal  
standing.  Even though one might  
inte r pret  the  c leaners ’  in i t ia l  deci -
s ion to  work  as  an  agreement  to  the  
te r m s offered by  the  univers i ty,  th is  
inte r pretat ion fa i ls  to  recognize  
t hat  t he  c leaners ,  who are  paid  
m inim um wage and often have  
ot he r  jobs  to  mainta in  thei r  l ive l i -
hoods,  are  hardly  in  an  equal  posi -
t ion with  the  univers i ty  and might  
ha v e  involuntar i ly  chosen to  work .

Moreover,  i t  i s  doubtful  whether  the  
univers i ty  i s  abiding  by  the  in i t ia l  
agreement  made with  the  jani tor ia l  
staff.  I f  the  protestors ’  c la ims are  
t rue  and the  univers i ty  had come up 
with  a  fa i r ly  reasonable  agreement  of  
cooperat ion in  the  f i rst  p lace,  
current  controvers ies  such as  the  
potent ia l  breach of  Labor  Standards  
Act  can only  be  understood as  negl i -
gence of  the  in i t ia l  agreement .  S ince  
the  c leaners ,  no  matter  how desper-
ate  the y  may be,  would  not  have  
agreed to  such terms that  would  
d isparage thei r  bas ic  r ights ,  the y  
perceive  the  univers i ty  to  have  fa i led  
to  execute  the  in i t ia l  agreement .
The issue of  responsibi l i ty  a lso  
suggests  that  the  univers i ty  i s  being  
unreasonable  to  i ts  c leaners .  The 
school  i s  unwi l l ing  to  take  responsi -

FOR CLEANERS
REASONABLENESS
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bi l i ty  for  the  harsh  wor k ing  condi-
t ions  of  the  c leaners ,  arg uing  t hat  
i t  i s  the  c leaning  se r v ice  com pa -
nies  who should  be  tak ing  t he  
burden.  Even thoug h obje ct iv e ly  
there  might  not  be  a  proble m  wit h  
th is  c la im,  i t  would  st i l l  be  d iff ic ul t  
to  argue that  the  univ e r s i t y  i s  
being  reasonable  s in ce  t he i r  a g re e -
ment  with  the  c lea ning  se r v ice  
companies  is  part  of  t he  d ispute .  
By  deciding  to  reta in  t he  lowe st  
b idder,  the  univers i t y  pre ssure d 
c leaning  ser v ice  com panie s  to  c ut  
down costs ,  leading  t he m  to  c reate  
harsh  working  condit ions  or  
restructure  personne l  to  t he  d isa d-
vantage of  workers .  The  poss ib i l i t y  
that  the  univers i t y  could  hav e  
a l ternat ive ly  agreed to  a  b idde r  
that  vowed to  behave  m ore  reason-

ably  to  i ts  laborers  suggests  that  
t he  sc hool  shares  at  least  some of  
t he  bla me.

W hi le  i t  may be  t rue  that  the  
univ e r s i ty  i s  suffer ing  f rom f inan -
c ia l  d iff icul t ies ,  th is  does  not  just i fy  
t he i r  unreasonable  act ions  towards  
t he  c leaners  by  deter iorat ing  thei r  
wor k ing  condit ions  and bas ic  
r ig hts .  Therefore ,  by  being  more  
rea sona ble  in  Rawls ian terms,  
Yonse i  wi l l  be  able  to  create  a  com-
m unit y  in  which e ver y  indiv idual  
would  gain  mutual  benef i ts  by  
fo l lowing an impart ia l  standard of  
coope rat ion and responsibi l i ty.
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Interview with 
Professor Sabine Frühstück, 
a Shinhan Dist inguished Faculty Member

Since 2006,  t he  Shinha n D ist ing uishe d Faculty  Program has  provided UIC  students  the  opportunity  to  
interact  with  leading  sc hola r s  a nd e xpe r ts  f rom al l  over  the  wor ld .  A s  part  of  the  program,  UIC  annual ly  
hosts  a  numbe r  of  d ist ing uishe d v is i t ing  faculty  to  g ive  lectures  and intensive  seminars .  The UIC  Scr ibe  

had a  chance  to  spea k  wit h  t h is  y ea r ’s  v is i t ing  Professor  Sabine  Frühstück ,  Koichi  Takashima Chair  in  
Japanese Cult ura l  St udie s  at  t he  U niv e r s i ty  of  Cal i fornia ,  Santa  Barbara  and renowned expert  on issues  

of  ge nde r  a nd se xua l i t y,  m i l i tar y  and war,  and the  h istor y  of  chi ldhood and emotion.  

Q .  C o u l d  yo u  p l e a s e  b r i e f l y  i n t ro d u ce  yo u rs e l f ?
My name is  Sabine  Fr ühst üc k  and I  am  a  professor  of  
Modern Japanese Cult ural  St udie s  at  t he  U nivers i ty  of  
Cal i fornia ,  Santa  Bar bara ,  in  t he  D e par t m e nt  of  East  
A s ian Languages  a nd Cult ura l  St udie s .  I  am also  
affi l iated with  the  de pa r t m e nts  of  G loba l  Studies ,  
Feminist  Studies ,  Histor y,  and Ant hropolog y  due to  my 
work  being  ver y  inte rdisc ipl inar y.  I  dra w f rom the  
methodologies  of  et hnog ra phy,  c ul t ural  h istor y,  and the  
cr i t ica l  study  of  k nowle dge  and v isua l  c ul ture .  My  
pr imar y  focus  is  on J a pan f rom  t he  late  1 9 t h  centur y  to  
today.  

Q .  Yo u  h a ve  b e e n  i n v i te d  to  b e  a  S h i n h a n  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  
Fa c u l t y  m e m b e r  h e re  a t  Yo n s e i  U n i ve rs i t y.  P l e a s e  s h a re  
w i t h  u s  w h a t  yo u  a re  p l a n n i n g  to  d o  d u r i n g  yo u r  t i m e  
h e re .
A s  Shinhan Dist inguished Faculty,  I  bel ie ve  I  have  two 
roles .  My  main  ro le  is  to  engage with  studen ts  in  a  course  
on H o w  C h i l d re n  M a ke  W a r  in  the  format  of  an  intensive  
seminar—working  with  students  f rom Monday through 
Thursday,  for  two weeks .  This  course  was  prepared 
jo int ly  with  col leagues  f rom Under wood Internat ional  
Col lege  here  at  Yonsei  Univers i ty :  Professors  Helen J.S .  
Lee,  Howard Kahm,  and Seto  Tomoko.  

P ro fe s s o r  S a b i n e  Fr ü h s tü c k  ( l e ft )  w i t h  t h e  D e a n  o f  U I C ,  P ro fe s s o r  Ta ey o o n  S u n g  ( r i g h t )
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I  am also  pr iv i leged  to  g iv e  a  num be r  of  ta lk s  dur ing  my 
t ime here .  I  wi l l  be  spea k ing  to  audie nce s  f rom UIC and 
the  Department  of  Eng l ish  L ang ua ge  and L i te rature  here  
at  Yonsei ,  but  a lso  at  Se oul  N at ional  U niv e r s i t y.

Q .  Yo u  m e n t i o n e d  wo r k i n g  a l o n g s i d e  o t h e r  p ro fe s s o rs  
te a c h i n g  t h i s  co u rs e .  H ow  d i d  yo u  b e co m e  fa m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h e m ?  
I  have  known Profe ssor  Le e  for  a  v e r y  long t ime.  I  
remember  f i rst  com ing  ac ross  he r  wor k  through 
re v ie wing her  manusc r ipt ,  Re a d i n g  C o l o n i a l  J a p a n :  Te x t ,  
C o n te x t ,  a n d  C r i t i q u e  for  Sta nford  U niv e r s i t y  Press .  Her  
co -edited volume is  a  br i l l iant  col le ct ion of  Engl ish  
t ranslat ions  of  or ig ina l  J a pane se  te xts ,  com m e ntar ies  by  
Japanese scholars  a nd ot he r  e xpe r ts ,  and overal l  
commentar ies  by  t he  t wo e ditor s .  I t  provided a  
completely  f resh  and de e p look  onto  t he  Japanese 
colonia l  reg ime and is  su i table  for  bot h  sc holars  and 
students  a l ike .  

Q .  H ow  d i d  yo u  f i rs t  b e co m e  i n te re s te d  i n  J a p a n e s e  
S tu d i e s ?
I  gre w up in  Austr ia  wit h  pa re nts  who ofte n t raveled to  
faraway places  pr ima r i ly  to  c l im b hig h m ountains .  With  
and without  them,  I  we nt  to  m any  diffe re nt  p laces  but  
somehow ne ver  to  A s ia .  Ev e n whe n I  t rav e le d on my own 
or  with  f r iends,  most  of  m y  t rav e ls  we re  in  Europe.  So,  I  
wanted to  study  a  p lace  I  d id  not  k now m uc h about ,  a  
p lace  that  sounded appea l ing ,  e xot ic ,  but  a lso  modern.  I  
bel ie ve  that  i s  what  dre w m e  to  J apan.  

Q .  Yo u r  a re a s  o f  e x p e r t i s e  i n c l u d e  g e n d e r  a n d  
s e x u a l i t y,  m i l i ta r y  a n d  wa r,  a n d  t h e  h i s to r y  o f  
c h i l d h o o d  a n d  e m o t i o n .  C o u l d  yo u  p l e a s e  b r i e f l y  
i n t ro d u ce  yo u r  d i s c i p l i n e s  a n d  w h a t  yo u  h a ve  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  fo c u s e d  o n ?
I  received my bache lor ’s  deg re e  f rom  t he  U nivers i ty  of  
V ienna in  Austr ia .  At  t h is  sc hool ,  t he re  is  g reat  emphasis  
on modern Japanes e  h istor y  and soc iolog y.  In  graduate  
school ,  I  became inte re ste d in  t he  soc ia l  and histor ical  
study  of  sc ience,  whic h le d  to  m y  disse r tat ion and later  
my f i rst  monograph ,  C o l o n i z i n g  S e x :  S e xo l o g y  a n d  S o c i a l  
C o n t ro l  i n  M o d e r n  J a p a n  ( U niv e r s i t y  of  Ca l i for nia  Press ,  
2003) ,  in  which I  looke d at  t he  h istor y  of  se xolog y.  Whi le  
wr i t ing  my book ,  I  rea l ize d t hat  t he  m i l i tar y  was  the  one 
inst i tut ion that  a l lo we d t he  J apane se  state  d i rect  access  
to  a  ver y  large  n um be r  of  m a le  bodie s  v ia  thei r  
mandator y  phys ical  e xam s.  The  m i l i tar y  had great  
interest  in  ensur ing  t hat  y oung  m a le s  jo in ing  t he  mi l i tar y  
were healthy  and did  not  suffe r  f rom  disea se s ,  especia l ly  
sexual ly  t ransmitted  disease s  ( STD s) .  This  was  at  the  end 
of  the  19th  centur y :  At  t he  t im e ,  STD s l ike  sy phi l is  were  
great ly  debi l i tat ing ,  bot h  phy s ica l ly  a nd m e ntal ly,  and 
were spreading to  offspr ing s .  Subse que nt ly,  I  became 
interested in  the  mi l i tar y  not  a s  a  war- m a k ing  inst i tut ion 
but  as  a  source  of  impor ta nt  data  for  nat ion bui ld ing,  for  
mainta in ing  and im prov ing  t he  healt h  of  t he  populat ion 
at  large,  and e ven for  asse ss ing  e ducat ion le v e ls .
Whi le  I  found my arc hiva l  wor k  re warding ,  i t  wa s  a  rather  
lonely  task .  Part ly  b e cause  of  m y  de s i re  to  speak to  l iv ing  
beings ,  my next  pro je ct  foc use d on t he  c ur re nt-day  

mi l i tar y  in  Japan and was  based not  pr imar i ly  on archival  
research (a l though that  was  part  of  i t ) ,  but  part ic ipant  
obser vat ions  and inter v ie ws with  a  broad range of  
members  of  the  Sel f-Defense  Forces  f rom f i rst  year  
cadets  at  the  Nat ional  Defense  Academy to  base  
commanders  and veterans .  This  ethnography was  
publ ished ent i t led  U n e a s y  W a r r i o rs :  G e n d e r,  Po p u l a r  
Cu l tu re  a n d  M e m o r y  i n  t h e  J a p a n e s e  A r m y  (Univers i ty  of  
Cal i fornia  Press ,  2007) .  The book’s  core  qu est ion is  how 
(pr imar i ly )  young men who jo in  the  mi l i tar y  voluntar i ly  
make sense  of  being  members  of  a  force  that  cannot  
part ic ipate  in  war  as  the y  are  legal ly  restr icted by  Art ic le  
9  of  the  Japanese Const i tut ion.  I  addressed th is  quest ion 
through l i fe -course  inter v ie ws,  ask ing  part ic ipants  
th ings  such as  personal  achie vements ,  fami ly  react ions ,  
or  personal  goals ,  and many,  many hours  of  part ic ipants  
obser vat ion in  bas ic  t ra in ing,  expert  inter v ie ws,  and 
attendance of  mi l i tar y  e vents .  The book was  t ranslated 
into  Japanese and became quite  successful—nobody had 
done such ethnographic  work  before .  

Q .  Yo u  h a ve  a l s o  fo c u s e d  o n  c h i l d re n  t h ro u g h  yo u r  
p u b l i ca t i o n s  a n d  p re s e n ta t i o n s .  I s  t h e re  a  re a s o n  fo r  
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  fo c u s ?
While  conduct ing  research for  U n e a s y  W a r r i o rs ,  I  not iced 
that  a  s igni f icant  port ion of  the  publ ic  re lat ions  efforts  of  
the  mi l i tar y  were  pr imar i ly  target ing  chi ldren below thei r  
teen years .  Looking  deeper  into  th is  phenomenon,  I  
real ized that  the  mi l i tar y  has  great  interest  in  conve ying  
i ts  ro le  as  a  useful  organizat ion to  chi ldren before  the y  
become act ive  pol i t ica l  indiv iduals .  This  led  me to  my 
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interest  in  the  large r  topic  of  t he  inte rconnect ions  
between chi ldren,  war,  and m i l i ta r ism .  For  my recent  
work ,  P l a y i n g  W a r :  C h i l d re n  a n d  t h e  Pa ra d oxe s  o f  M o d e r n  
M i l i ta r i s m  i n  J a p a n  ( U niv e r s i t y  of  Ca l i for nia  Pre ss ,  2017)  I  
looked back  into  t he  1 9 t h  ce nt ur y  for  h istor ical  
d iscu ss ions  on chi ldre n’s  war  ga m e s,  inc luding  mock 
wars  chi ldren play  am ong  t he m se lv e s .  Chi ldren would  
reenact  the  Russo -J apane se  wa r  to  t he  point  of  e ven 
fata l ly  in jur ing  themse lv e s ,  leading  to  a dults  becoming 
heavi ly  concerned a bout  c hi ldre n’s  sa fet y  a nd invested in  
d iscouraging  such pla y t im e  act iv i t ie s .  But  by  the  late  
1920s ,  publ ic  o pinion had c ha nge d a longside  
preparat ions  for  rea l - l i fe  war :  t he se  c hi ldre n’s  war  games 
were  played at  a  m ass iv e  scale ,  e v e n bet we e n schools ,  
a l l  condoned by  the  state .  Anot he r  aspe ct  of  the  book 
looked at  chi ldren’s  inte ra ct ions  wit h  soldie r s .  P ictures  
of  soldiers  were  pub l ishe d in  c hi ldre n’s  book s  to  conve y  
the  message that  soldie r s  are  “good m e n doing good 
deeds.”  Such use  of  v isuals  pe r s iste d e v e n into  the  1940s .  
F inal ly,  when I  looke d at  how t he  pre se nt  Japanese 
mi l i tar y  conve ys  i ts  “good im age ,”  I  saw many 
cont inui t ies  to  past  wa r t im e  m e ssage s .  

Q .  I s  t h i s  yo u r  f i rs t  t i m e  i n  K o re a ?  A re  t h e re  ce r ta i n  
g o a l s  yo u  w i s h  to  a cco m p l i s h  h e re ?
I  have  actual ly  bee n in  Korea  once  be fore ,  around 15  
years  ago as  the  UCS B re pre se ntat iv e  to  an A ssociat ion of  
Paci f ic  R im Univers i t ie s  prog ram  t hat  broug ht  us  a l l  to  
Seoul .  Dur ing  the  one - we e k  prog ram ,  I  v is i te d s i tes  in  

Seoul ,  the  DMZ,  and Seoul  Nat ional  Univers i ty.  Funni ly,  
some of  my col leagues  had suggested that  gett ing  
around in  Korea  would  be  easy  due to  my Japanese sk i l l s ,  
but  I  found Chinese  characters  only  on mon uments .  St i l l ,  
I  have  been interested in  learning  more  about  Korea  e ver  
s ince  my f i rst  v is i t  here  and so  I  t r y  to  v is i t  at  least  one 
museum or  some other  h istor ical  s i te  e ver y  day.
I  am happy to  be  here  as  the  Shinhan Dist inguished 
Faculty  and I  wish  to  de velop deeper  connect ions  with  
my col leagues  and help  bui ld  c loser  inter- inst i tut ional  
re lat ionships  of  facul ty  and students  with  the  help  of  the  
excel lent  professors  here  at  Yonsei  Univers i ty.

Q .  T h ro u g h o u t  yo u r  ca re e r,  yo u  s o u g h t  to  d e e p l y  
u n d e rs ta n d  a n d  i n te ra c t  w i t h  a  fo re i g n  c u l tu re .  A s  
s tu d e n t s  o f  a n  i n te r n a t i o n a l  co l l e g e ,  m a n y  h e re  a t  U I C  
a re  a l s o  i n te re s te d  i n  b e co m i n g  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  g re a te r  
i n te r n a t i o n a l  co m m u n i t y,  s u c h  a s  t h ro u g h  b e i n g  
m e m b e rs  o f  i n te r n a t i o n a l  o rg a n i za t i o n s  o r  wo r k i n g  a t  
m u l t i n a t i o n a l  co r p o ra t i o n s .  C o u l d  yo u  p rov i d e  s o m e  
i n s i g h t s  o r  t i p s  o n  h ow  yo u  i m m e rs e d  yo u rs e l f  to  a  
c u l tu re  yo u  we re  i n i t i a l l y  u n fa m i l i a r  w i t h ?
I  fee l  that  there  are  fe wer  hurdles  today:  I t  i s  eas ier  and 
less  cost ly  for  people  to  t ravel  to  d ifferent  parts  of  the  
world .  I  th ink  i t  i s  important  to  enjoy  a  sense  of  
adventure ,  to  be  interested in  d iscover ing  something  you 
don’t  a l ready  know.  To do th is ,  you need to  be  percept ive  
and have  humil i ty.  We a l l  grow up learning  our  respect ive  
cul tures  as  the  norm,  but  you have  to  be  open to  other  
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people’s  norms to  ga in  a  r ic he r  c ul t ura l  e xper ience.  
Humans a l l  have  s im i lar  ne e ds,  but  c ul t ures  have  
addressed these  n e e ds  d iffe re nt ly.  By  t h ink ing  about  
what  k inds  of  th ing s  ot he r  soc iet ie s  do diffe rent ly,  we 
can learn  to  adapt  and a pply  t he m  to  im prove others ’  
l ives .  
Another  mindset  you ne e d is  a  st rong  wor k  ethic ,  a  
crucia l  part  of  whic h is  t he  wi l l  to  lear n  fore ign 
languages .  The acquis i t ion of  a  fore ig n lang ua ge enables  
you to  be  a  responsible  pe r son in  t hat  c ul ture .  To  
funct ion in  e ver yda y  l i fe  in  t hat  lang ua ge  is  im portant  to  
create  mutual  unde r standing .  A s  a  re s ide nt  of  t he  United 
States  for  the  past  2 0  y ea r s ,  I  re cog nize  Engl ish  as  a  
language with  whi c h y ou ca n sur v iv e  in  m ost  p laces  
around the  wor ld  to da y.  But  im posing  a  lang ua ge and i ts  
inherent  va lues  on p e ople  of  a  d iffe re nt  c ul t ure  is  deeply  
problemat ic .  Even f rom  m y  c lasse s ,  I  hav e  obser ved 
students  learning  a  lot  just  f rom  t he  ne ce ss i t y  to  take  a  
step back  f rom the  lang ua ge  t he y  are  com for table  in  and 
t r y  to  communicate  in  a  d iffe re nt  lang uage that  
necess i tates  a l ternat iv e  t h ink ing .  Thus,  I  re com mend you 
take  the  t ime to  lear n  t he  loca l  lang ua ge .

Q .  Fo r  t h o s e  t h a t  wa n t  to  p u rs u e  a ca d e m i a  l i ke  yo u ,  
co u l d  yo u  s h a re  s o m e  p e rs o n a l  e x p e r i e n ce s  o f  w h a t  
s te p s  yo u  to o k ?  W h a t  a b o u t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  yo u  fa ce d  
a n d  h ow  yo u  ove rca m e  t h e m ?
The most  important  t h ing  is  to  do som et hing  you real ly  
enjoy.  A l l  other  conce r ns  are  se conda r y  to  ask ing  
yoursel f  whether  y ou a re  doing  som et hing  you enjoy  
doing.
I  wi l l  share  two personal  c ha l le nge s  t hat  I  addressed in  
pursuing  my career.  I  g re w up in  a  fa m i ly  with  a  good 
work  ethic .  Sel f-p i ty  wa s  m uc h a bhor re d in  my fami ly.  
There  was  no sympat hy  for  whining .  My  fat her  would  
a lways  te l l  me,  “ Whe n y ou fa i l  at  som et hing ,  the  most  
important  th ing  is  to  p ic k  y our se l f  up aga in ,  real ize  what  
can be  learned f rom  t he  fa i lure ,  a nd t he n move on.”  
Things  don’t  often go t he  wa y  y ou wa nt— I  ha d my own 
sel f-doubts  when wor k ing  on m y  disse r tat ion— but  i t  i s  

important  to  deal  with  your  inadequacies  and 
shortcomings  and not  dwel l  on  your  d isappointments  
and mistakes .  When you are  the  dr iv ing  force  behind 
your  work ,  you wi l l  natural ly  get  joy  out  of  what  you are  
accompl ishing  and be  emotional ly  and inte l lectual ly  
more  independent .
A s  a  woman,  one faces  addit ional  chal lenges .  
Part icular ly  at  the  t ime I  was  a  student ,  Austr ia  was  a  
ver y  sex ist  society.  The univers i ty  was  an absolutely  
male -dominated cul ture .  I  real ized that  I  had to  do 
better  work  and work  harder.  But  I  a lso  learned that  I  
had to  make sure  that  the  people  around me were  
recogniz ing  my accompl ishments .  I t  i s  important  for  
your  achie vements  to  be  recognized as  the  resul t  o f  you 
working  hard  and doing  wel l ,  and to  women that  doesn’ t  
happen on i ts  own.  
One t ip  I  have  that  wi l l  sound ver y  Korean is  to  bui ld  
connect ions  and re lat ionships .  Your  own sk i l l  set  wi l l  
take  you only  so  far.  At  var ious  moments  you wi l l  need a  
socia l  envi ronment  in  which people  understand what  
you are  interested in ,  wi l l  th ink  of  you when a  sui table  
opportunity  ar ises ,  and wi l l  be  ready  to  help  when you 
need help.  Don’t  wait  for  such people  to  d iscover  you.  
You need to  communicate  to  people  what  you are  doing  
and what  you need help  with .  I  have  ne ver  been af ra id  
to  ask  for  d i rect ions  and guidance and I  have  ne ver  
regretted to  do so.  Don’t  assume that  you are  expected 
to  know e ver ything  a l ready.  Rather,  take  advantage of  
the  fact  that  you are  young,  just  start ing  out ,  and being  
surrounded by  people  with  greater  knowledge and 
exper ience who wi l l  happi ly  share  some of  that  with  
you.
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If you have finished elementary school, then you most likely learned 
about how the Earth is round. The idea that the Earth is spherical has 
been around since ancient Greece, and it’s been proven several times 
over with the development of science, as well as space travel. Most of 
us take this as common knowledge, but there’s a growing subculture 
on the Internet dedicated to unveiling the so-called “Flat Earth 
Theory.”

The general gist of the theory is in the name: the Earth is flat. There are 
minor disputes regarding the exact shape of the Earth, but the most 
popular theory within the community stipulates that the Earth is a flat 
disc, with the Arctic Circle in the middle and a wall of ice encompass-
ing the rim. People believe that NASA is responsible for guarding this 
wall of ice to make sure that people do not wander too close and 

international codes of conduct regarding the only major body of land 
without a native human population. This treaty was signed by all 
major powers, including the United States and the Soviet Union, and, 
according to flat-earthers, the clause included to limit travel to Antarc-

who are fortunate enough to go are supposedly banned from explor-
ing the area without the accompaniment of a supervisor.

The Earth Is
FLAT

2 0 1 9 .  1 1 .  0 7  

written by  Se Jeen Park
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The belief that the Earth is flat is not new, with even the 
biblical story of Creation alluding to how God created a 
dome-shaped firmament separating the oceans and the sky 
and expanded all of his Creation to the “four corners” of the 
world. The more modern notion of the flat Earth theory 
likely originates from 19th century English writer Samuel 
Rowbotham; Rowbotham, who dropped out of school at 

going to the Old Bedford River of the Cambridgeshire Fens 
and seeing that the 9.7 km stretch of water he saw was free 
from any sort of curvature. Rowbotham’s Bedford Level 
experiment and his book, Zetetic Astronomy: Earth Not a 
Globe, remain influential to flat-Earthers to this day.

Much like Rowbotham, contemporary flat-Earthers rely on 
their senses more than information conveyed by the 
government or any research institution. Out of all these 
institutions, the one flat-Earthers seem to trust the least is 
NASA, the leading source of space-related information for 
the general public. When NASA astronaut Jessica Meir 
posted pictures she took of Earth from space on Twitter, she 
was met with a wave of outraged flat-Earthers who accused 
her of lying. They claimed she was abusing her authority to 
feed misinformation to the public by using a fisheye lens to 
take her pictures of the Earth. While ultra-wide-angle lenses 

the go-to choice for astronauts because of their ability to 
capture wide surface areas, not because they make the 
Earth look “rounder.”

So why and how is the Flat Earth Society gaining so much 
traction? According to Daryl Bockett, an International 
Studies professor and avid conspiracy fan at UIC, it’s likely 

reassurance. “The world is complicated and confusing, and 
it is just hard to get by from day-to-day for most people,” he 
says. “Why try to understand what somebody with a Ph.D. is 
trying to explain about gravity when your high school 
science background allows you to understand how a flat 
earth would work? Giving [flat-Earthers] a simple answer to 
complex problems makes life easier for them, especially if it 
fits with their instinctual and intuitive understandings.” 
This appeal to the senses has made an impact on the likes 
of Shaquille O’Neal, B.o.B., and even George Bernard Shaw, 
and the sudden spike in membership of the Flat Earth 
Society has led to an influx of YouTube videos attempting to 
validate the conspiracy.

With that said, the rise in the number of flat-earthers speaks 
to a dire need for the reformation of the education system. 
“If people are only going to high school,” says Professor 
Bockett, “we need a high school curriculum that emphasiz-
es critical thinking skills and media literacy rather than just 
rote learning.” Most schools tend to lean towards teaching 
their students how to memorize facts and prepare for 
standardized testing rather than actually learn; as a result, 
we end up with people who are willing to abandon logic 
and evidence in favor of whatever “theory” they encounter 
on the Internet. Instead of dismissing young flat-Earthers, 
we, as students who are fortunate enough to have received 
a proper education, need to try to help guide and redirect 
their investigative spirits to more productive endeavors. 
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Better Safe
than Sorry

Vaping Epidemic Spurs Panic and Health Warnings

S O C I E T Y  &  C U LT U R E

It was only after coming to Boston as an exchange student in 
February that I came to know about the pervasiveness of vaping. 
At my first party, I saw some fellow students smoking out of things 
that looked like pens and USB flash drives that people called 
“jewels.” Never once having smoked or set foot in an enclosed 
smoking area, I was stunned when my friends later informed me 
that they were e-cigarettes, or vaping products.

Vaping is referred to the use of battery-powered e-cigarettes 
whose “e-juice,” a liquid solution containing nicotine and other 
additives, produces an inhalable aerosol or “vapor” when heated. 
I discovered that the “jewel” I had been hearing about from all 
corners of the room was actually spelled “Juul.” Juul is a vaping 
product widely popular among youth and young adults, consti-
tuting approximately 75% of the US e-cigarette market share as of 
early October 2019. Bloomberg reported that Juul Labs Inc.’s 
sales skyrocketed from $200 million in 2017 to $1.3 billion in 2018, 
due to its marketing techniques: its sleek design, food-like 
packaging, and appealing flavors like mango or cool mint.

Most notably, vaping in general gained widespread popularity 
because it was initially advertised as a safer alternative to regular 

cigarettes and promised to help addicts quit smoking. This 
friendly marketing approach raised many concerns, since it drew 
more people to smoke e-cigarettes, including underage adoles-
cents whose developing bodies could be more severely 
damaged by vaping. It was also the lack of reliable research data 
regarding the safety of the liquid-based fillings in vaping 
products that generated worries that their promoted effects were 
dubious at best.

Such concerns turned out to be valid amidst a recent surge of 
vaping-related illnesses and deaths. According to the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 1,299 lung injury cases 
have been reported and 26 deaths have been confirmed in 21 US 
states as of October 8, 2019. Hospital admissions of such illness-
es increased drastically since late June of this year. Most of its 
reported cases involve vapes containing tetrahydrocannabinol 
(THC), a psychoactive chemical found in cannabis. Many vaping 
products linked to these mysterious pulmonary illnesses were 
also counterfeit products purchased from unofficial sources. 
However, doctors are still not certain of the exact causes of the 
reported illnesses and cannot conclude whether even legally 
purchased nicotine-only vapes are safe to smoke. In fact, 58% of 

the patients reported using nicotine-containing products and 
13% reported exclusive use of nicotine-based products. As the 
lack of research and information on the matter makes it difficult 
to distinguish the dangers of nicotine and THC-based vapes, the 
CDC cautions the use of all vaping products. The U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA), however, urges people to avoid the 
use of THC-containing products specifically.

80% of the patients were also found to be under 35 years old – 
this demographic aligns with the FDA’s comment on the public 
health issue as the “epidemic of youth e-cigarette use.” As a 
response to mitigate vaping-related illnesses and deaths, several 
states have implemented bans on the sale of flavored e-ciga-
rettes and vaping products. Governor Charlie Baker of Massachu-
setts declared a public health emergency and instituted a 
four-month ban on the sale of vaping products. New York Gover-
nor Andrew Cuomo and the state’s Department of Health have 
also enforced a state-wide ban, which is now being met with 
lawsuits from vape store owners. Higher education institutions 
such as Texas A&M University have joined the anti-vaping 
campaign by enacting a ban on vaping on all campuses. Welles-
ley College, the school I am currently on exchange in, has also 
recommended against the use of vapes and e-cigarettes. The 
Office of Student Wellness recently sent out campus-wide emails 
with additional links to on and off-campus resources to offer 
assistance in quitting.

The current panic-driven regulations on e-cigarettes in the US 
have generated various responses to this “epidemic” among 
different countries. The Indian government, fearing youth vaping 
health risks, banned e-cigarettes altogether in mid-September 

2019, while China halted Juul’s sales around this time. European 
countries such as Austria and Germany have subjected e-ciga-
rettes under strict controls, viewing them as tobacco products. 
On the other hand, the UK has openly embraced e-cigarettes, 
which the Public Health England claimed are 95% less danger-
ous than regular smoking. South Korea is another country that 
classifies e-cigarettes as tobacco products. While the South 
Korean health ministry has advised the public to refrain from 
using liquid e-cigarettes due to emerging public concerns in the 
US, it has not enforced stricter controls. This relatively lax 
approach is grounded in the belief that sudden adverse health 
risks will not occur in Korea since THC additives including 
Vitamin E acetate are illegal substances and liquid cartridges in 
Korea contain reduced nicotine concentration levels of less than 
one percent, or 10 mg/ml, under existing regulations. 

Although the exact impact of vaping is yet to be discovered, 
federal and state authorities in the US as well as other countries 
strongly believe there are health risks involved. More research 
needs to be conducted in a timely manner, which will allow 
individuals to make more informed decisions regarding their 
personal health and safety. Until more is known, however, 
perhaps one should think twice before vaping at a party.
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health risks, banned e-cigarettes altogether in mid-September 

2019, while China halted Juul’s sales around this time. European 
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Although the exact impact of vaping is yet to be discovered, 
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Ever since the controversial story surrounding the children of 
affluent parents scamming their way into college admissions 
came out, it has been a non-stop conversational topic for 
students rightfully enrolled in universities. Celebrities like 
Felicity Huffman and Lori Laughlin emerged in the headlines of 
every news outlet as the faces of reprehensible parents who 
had been caught in massive legal issues.

Although it is no surprise that there has been a history of 
bribery or ‘generous’ donation towards higher-tier, Ivy League 
universities, it is a first for the public to be exposed to a 
complete list of 50 parents who have rigged the system to 
sneak their children into reputable schools. This meant that 
those who are not granted the same resources received an 
insight into how these wealthy parents managed to bend the 
rules for themselves. Their tactics include elaborate schemes, 
varying from falsifying students’ SAT or ACT scores to bribing 
coaches to recruit non-athlete students.

However, most schemes for this particular case can be traced 
back to a guy named William Rick Singer. Singer started the 
Key Worldwide Foundation, which disguised illegal transac-
tions as a non-profit organization aiding disadvantaged 
children to access education in competitive schools. What is 
ironic is that every student involved in receiving help from this 
organization had extremely rich parents who paid enormous 
amounts to Singer to increase their chances of getting into 
elite universities. Singer received over $25 million over a 
period of 7 years, acting as a middleman between the parents 
and college employees in the administration. What’s more is 
that the Key Worldwide Foundation claims to be a non-profit, 
public charity so that Singer could evade taxes that would be 
imposed on a private charity.

On March 2019, Singer was found guilty of obstruction of 
justice and money laundering, with the possibility of facing up 
to 65 years in prison. The parents that attempted to buy their 
children’s way into colleges have been battling their sentenc-
es, with some who have pleaded guilty and others who don’t 
have to avoid ramifications for their actions. This further 
signifies the wealthy family’s entitled attitude that essentially 
drove them into believing that they are an exception to certain 
rules in society. The very idea of struggling yet still enduring 

the insufferable process of college applications does not 
register in their minds, let alone doing it without receiving 
innumerable help.

But what does this mean for students at Yonsei University, 
which has no affiliations with American universities’ admission 
scandal? A similar instance of corrupt college admissions was 
recently exposed when Cho Kuk, South Korea’s jurist was 
accused of being implicated in his daughter’s false admission 
to medical school. Although the daughter failed her examina-
tions twice to get into medical school at Busan National 
University, she managed to receive a scholarship for 6 semes-
ters, which summed up to KRW 12 million. The ludicrousness 
behind awarding scholarships to someone who is not only 
undeserving, but also immensely privileged with excess wealth 
destroys the sole purpose of scholarships.

Not only do these scandals reveal the elite parents’ lack of 
thought for implications regarding their privilege, but they also 
exhibit the inadequate management that runs throughout 
prestigious universities. Instead of basing our perception of 
these colleges based merely on their status, we must take into 
account the insufficient measures that have been taken by the 
administration, who in this case only focused on their self-in-
terests (their motivations stemming from cupidity) instead of 
well-deserving students who could have thrived from advanc-
ing their education.

What leaves us from examining these cases, especially from 
the responses of the public, is the issue of unfairness or 
inequality in opportunities that some students were handed 
that facilitated their acceptance to colleges. The students’ 
pain and rage in response to these scandals still remain after 
the initial shock of these revelations, suggesting that the 2019 
college admission scandals represent a larger issue of dispari-
ty in our society.
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Development Aid
:Not as Easy as Black and White

“International organizations’involvement in developing countries can deter growth”
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According to the World Bank’s poverty and equity data, in 
2015, 735 million people were living below the international 
poverty line of $1.90 a day. Furthermore, according to 
UNICEF, in 2014, 22,000 children died each day due to pover-
ty and 805 million people worldwide did not have enough 
food to eat. To alleviate these problems, numerous devel-
oped countries provide official development assistance to 
developing countries. Many international organizations such 
as World Bank, International Monetary Fund, World Vision, 
and Oxfam International are also involved in trying to achieve 
international development. However, is development 
assistance actually helpful to developing countries?

In fact, there are many problematic and adverse sides of 
international development. One of the drawbacks is that 
corruption can lead to mismanagement of aid funds. Many 
public officials use development funds as opportunities to 
accumulate personal wealth. This leads to a vicious cycle 
where leaders use funds for their own benefit at the expense 
of others. For example, in Nigeria, a former governor was 
guilty of a £50m fraud while a former dictator was revealed to 
have $1.3 billion in London banks. Also, corruption leads to 
fewer spending on investments, which increases poverty. In 
Nigeria, one million children are out of school, health 
services are debilitated, and 400,000 children are malnour-
ished and starving. Since the aid funds are not getting to 
people who are actually in need, underdevelopment and 
economic failure continue to plague developing countries.

Furthermore, international organizations’ involvement in 
developing countries can deter economic growth. Social 
capital and trust between people are essential to the 
country's development, but aid provided from outside 
weakens the trust within the local community. This breaks 
the social network and weakens social capital because of 
rent-seeking behavior, less pressure to reform inefficient 
policies, and thwarted accountability mechanisms. Also, 
mismanagement of aid funds can cause social unrest and 
possibly even civil war due to competition for resources. 
According to the Washington Post, there were violent 

protests against Haiti's government not only because of 
poverty and scarcity, but also corruption and lack of 
improvement in public services and infrastructure even with 
millions of dollars in aid. Another problem is that continuous 
inflow of foreign aid creates temporary growth and a false 
sense of stability which creates dependency and hurts the 
country’s long term economic development.

However, we should also look at the beneficial effects that 
aid and assistance by international organizations render. Aid 
can be central to achieving development goals and has 
actually resulted in unprecedented improvements in health, 
education, gender equality, human rights and security. 
Beyond income, overall progress in quality of life and happi-
ness has risen even in non-rapidly growing countries. 
Success in improving health is especially noteworthy: 
according to The Guardian, in 1990, around 12 million 
children under the age of five died, but in 2010, that number 
decreased to 7.6 million. Also, the number of deaths of 
pregnant women declined by almost half. Aid has also 
improved education, especially for girls. In 2002, only 1 
million children were enrolled in school in Afghanistan, none 
of whom were girls. By 2017, this number rose to 9 million, of 
which 3.5 million were girls. Therefore, working toward 
international development can actually have a positive 
influence in developing countries by making health and 
education widely available and increasing the quality of life.

International development is a challenging area and there is 
no definite solution since it is not as easy as black or white. 
Therefore, it is important for us to always look critically at 
both sides and try not to be biased towards either side. We 
should think about both the positive and negative effects of 
development aid and international development at the same 
time. In order to truly help developing countries, we have to 
reflect and approach our solutions critically before assisting 
them.
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it has a tropical climate,
and it is summer year-round.

One of the most exciting parts about being a UIC student is 
getting to interact with people from diverse backgrounds 
and cultures from all over the world. Though I am ethnical-
ly Korean, I grew up in Nicaragua before coming to UIC. 
During my first year, I realized that for many students, 
Nicaragua is a place you sweepingly hear about in history 
textbooks, if not at all. Thus, I would like to share a bit 
about this place I consider home at heart.

Nicaragua, also known as “the Land of Lakes and Volca -
noes,” is the largest country in Central America. It is 
composed of 15 departments and two autonomous 
regions, with Managua as its capital city. It has a popula -
tion of around 6 million inhabitants of mostly mestizo or 
Spanish-indigenous people. Given the historical legacy of 

language is Spanish, but you will hear English and some 
indigenous languages in the Caribbean coastside. Since 
Nicaragua is located close to the equator, it has a tropical 
climate, and it is summer year-round.

As you would expect from the title, Nicaragua’s most 
notable terrenial features are its lakes and volcanoes. Just 
by looking at the map, Lake Nicaragua and Managua stand 
out the most.

Lake Nicaragua is the largest lake in Central America and is 
also one of the few freshwater lakes in the world with ocean 
animals like sharks, swordfish, and tarpon. Within Lake 
Nicaragua, there is a famous tourist attraction called 
Ometepe Island, which is made up of the twin volcanoes 
Concepción and Maderas. One of my most memorable 
middle school trips was climbing Maderas with my 

shoeless and with many scratches, but with an imprinted 
image of its beautiful crater lagoon. Other famous volca -
noes near the capital city are Volcán Masaya and Cerro 
Negro. At Volcán Masaya, you can see smoke coming out 
from the crater and lava at night. At Cerro Negro, you can 
experience “volcano-boarding” on its black sand-like 
surface. Since Nicaragua is located along the Ring of Fire, it 
is also common to feel earthquakes once in a while.

S O C I E T Y  &  C U LT U R E
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but on a personal dimension,
it has helped me appreciate
the uniqueness of diverse cultures

|downtown granada

|laguna de apoyo
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Top 3 Places to See in Nicaragua
I would like to introduce you to three of my favorite spots and 
must-go places in Nicaragua: Laguna de Apoyo, Downtown 
Granada, and San Juan del Sur. 

Back in Nicaragua, my family and I often visited Laguna de 
Apoyo, a crater lagoon, to enjoy the sight of its deep turquoise 
blue waters and swim. It is a one-hour drive from Managua 
and it is a place where you can just relax, kayak, or jump dive 
from floating wooden decks. I remember kayaking for the first 
time in this lagoon. 

Downtown Granada is another beautiful place famous for its 
bright-colored colonial baroque architecture and multiple 
cathedrals. People take a lot of pictures at the main plaza or 
in front of the yellow Granada Cathedral. There are many 
restaurants and shops where you can buy traditional handi-
craft souvenirs. You can also rent bikes and tour in horse 
carriages along the Calzada Street. 

Lastly, San Juan del Sur is one of the most visited tourist 
attractions in Nicaragua located in the southwestern depart-
ment of Rivas. It is well-known for its beaches, colorful pastel 
buildings, its vibrant nightlife filled with Latin music vibes, 
and traditional and seafood cuisine. If you are at San Juan, do 
not forget to visit Christ of Mercy Statue. There, you will be 
able to enjoy the breathtaking scenery of San Juan’s main 
beach and surrounding mountains and buildings. 

Traditional Cuisine
Last but not least, I want to share pictures of my favorite 
traditional Nicaraguan cuisine. 

This dish is called Gallo Pinto. It is made of fried rice and red 
beans with onion, sweet pepper, and garlic. It is often eaten 
with fried cheese, fried plantains, roasted beef meat, and 
cabbage salad. Gallo Pinto is a regular Nicaraguan meal, but I 
would never get tired of eating this. You can find it at any 
Nicaraguan food restaurant. 

This dish is called Nacatamal. It is made up of ground corn 
filled up with pork meat, rice, potato, tomato, sweet pepper, 
and more. It is then wrapped into a plantain leaf and boiled in 
hot water for around 4 hours before it is ready to eat. It is 
usually eaten on September 15th, Nicaragua’s Independence 
Day.

Mangoes are probably my favorite fruit, and if you like sour 
fruits, you will like the “Nica” way of eating them. Instead of 
ripe mangoes, slice green ones and eat them with salt, lemon, 
vinegar and chilli seeds. 

So far I have emphasized Nicaragua’s picturesque 
nature-abundant sites, but on a personal dimension, it has 
helped me appreciate the uniqueness of diverse cultures. 
Nicaragua has gifted me with long-lasting friendships and a 
dream. As a developing country, it faces major obstacles of 
poverty and socioeconomic inequality; this has partially 
inspired me to major in international studies and to become 
interested in the field of sustainable development and 
cooperation. As a UIC community, I hope that we can 
celebrate our multicultural diversity and learn from each 
other’s insights and experiences. 
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“When I got my Emmy nomination this 
year, my third one…I thought, there has to 
be a bigger reason…maybe it’s about this 
case and maybe it’s about raising awareness 
so that everyone knows our lives are in 
danger.”
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Following the recent celebratory practice of loving yourself 
for who you are along with a number of progressive social 
movements, major award ceremonies have developed into 
the perfect platform to not only reflect positive changes in 
society, but also to actively call for action against a number of 
controversies.

Previously, politically or socially active celebrities have 
spoken about discrimination against women in terms of 
sexual harassment, limited educational opportunities, and so 
on. However, more recently, these ceremonies have provided 
the platform for people to not only raise awareness about 
such deeply rooted issues of women's rights, but also 
workplace inequality and the pay gap that women of color 
and transgenders face in the television industry.

The MTV Video Music Awards in 2017 sparked the beginning 
of an important phase in the gender rights movement of the 
television industry, as it was the first to drop gender-specific 
award categories. The same year, Emma Watson became the 
first to win a gender-neutral MTV award for Best Movie Perfor-
mance, stating in her speech that “with acting, you put 
yourself in someone else’s shoes…The only distinction 
should be between each outstanding performance.”

More recently, the 2019 Emmy Awards has once again called 
attention to these issues. Patricia Arquette, who was awarded 
Best Supporting Actress in Limited Series, spoke about the 
rights of transgender people in her acceptance speech. 
Mourning her later sister Alexis Arquette who was an actor 
and transgender activist, she used her Emmy win to bring 
awareness to issues facing the LGBTQ community. “Until we 
change the world, until trans people are not persecuted… 
Let’s get rid of this bias that we have everywhere.”

In addition, Laverne Cox, a transgender actress renowned for 
her advocacy to move beyond gender roles, was recently 
nominated for Outstanding Guest Actress in a Drama Series 
at the 2019 Emmys. In her interview at the ceremony, she 
brought to light a Supreme Court legal battle deciding wheth-
er federal non-discrimination employment laws will apply to 
LGBTQ people, stating that “when I got my Emmy nomination 
this year, my third one…I thought, there has to be a bigger 
reason…maybe it’s about this case and maybe it’s about 
raising awareness so that everyone knows our lives are in 
danger.”

For a successful social movement to happen, there needs to 
be awareness to mobilize resources, a common goal, and 
dedicated individuals. In this sense, major award ceremonies 
are important because of their leverage and access to 
platforms. They help people empathize with the social move-
ment as they realize that celebrities have also fallen victim to 
discrimination just like anyone else. As celebrities are people 

many admire and look up to, this adds more weight to the 
problem in the eyes of public, helping the narrative of 
anti-discrimination be more persuasive. It sends the message 
that gender discrimination does not happen because of one’s 
unprivileged socioeconomic background, but that it is an 
epidemic problem of society that can happen to 
anyone—even those who are seemingly privileged, high-pro-
file public figures.

Also, through more media coverage, the actions of celebrities 
bring problems up to the surface and instigate discourse. 
Even if people heavily criticize a celebrity’s controversial 
statement on gender rights, this can have a rather positive 
effect in that it opens up more ground for debate and 
exchange of opinions. Through this process, people are no 
longer trapped in their echo chamber of unopposed beliefs, 
but rather gain an opportunity to check and balance their 
ideas.

Actress Michelle Williams, who won the 2019 Emmy Award for 
Outstanding Lead Actress in a Limited Series or Movie, used 
her acceptance speech to discuss the gender pay gap in 
Hollywood and empowerment of women. “I want to say 
thank you so much to FX and Fox 21 Studios for supporting 
me completely and for paying me equally, because they 
understood that when you put value into a person, it empow-
ers that person to get in touch with their own inherent value."

Our world is far from eradicating discrimination against 
socially marginalized groups. Even in Korea, there are several 
well-known online communities that endorse extreme bias 
and patronization of different gender groups, breeding a 
toxic divide within the public.

However, the world is slowly and meaningfully making 
progress toward equality: consider the increasing women's 
legal rights in developing countries, legal reforms for domes-
tic violence, workplace sexual harassment policies, legaliza-
tion of same-sex marriage, and much more happening 
around the globe. Accordingly, many students in UIC have 
shown interest in learning about how gender conflicts and 
inequality issues are reflected in media. Yonsei University 
also provides careful measures to prevent any discrimination 
based on gender in class performance and have set up official 
sexual harassment prevention and awareness centers. 
Through more innovative ways to address the global issue of 
gender equality beyond these programs, there are hopes to 
accelerate structural change in our society.
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S O C I E T Y  &  C U LT U R E

Let us first offer our deepest condolences to the great loss of 
the Marvel cinematic universe. While Marvel’s beloved Tony 
Stark was a man of many things—genius, billionaire, 
playboy, philanthropist—he was ultimately the one in a 
million noble enough to choose the cursed fate of a hero 
over his happy ending as a father. But before the throne is 
irrefutably secured, its rival DC Comics has decided to make 
one last claim for it. So, who is its champion? Who is our new 
contender for the crown? Perhaps a secret agent, war hero, 
demigod, mutant, prince, vigilante or at least some other 
billionaire? Well, he is a clown. No, nothing super to it, just a 
clown. Save your boos, ladies and gentlemen, for they will 
not last long when he starts his tricks. Have no time to waste 
on a creepy freak who scrapes pennies off of vulgar tricks, 
you say? Trust me when I say he is one of a kind. Without 
further ado, please give a warm, welcoming applause to 
Joker.

The controversial yet striking masterpiece, which traces back 
the origin of an unconventional villain we now come to know 
as Joker, is not a typical superhero movie with “marveling” CGI 
fireworks. Grotesque and grisly as the onscreen deaths may 
seem, these are what tense both the audience and the 
critiques—that this too intimately resembles those disturbing 
headlines of mass shootings that can be found in the newspa-
pers. Set aside the clown make-up, which clumsiness only 
enhances its creepiness, and the fancy DC labels, this film 
might be mistaken as a documentary of a serial killer rather 
than a movie from the comics industry. The truly frightening 
part is that the audience, at least partially, can sympathize 
with him in his miserable urban life—a betrayal from a friend, 
verbal and physical abuses in public, internal struggles 
overlooked by the surroundings, a series of lies from the 
person whom you most trusted, can all be stabs at your heart. 

A murder obviously cannot be justified by any means, but the 
fact that there was an emotional basis behind his actions 
proves that Joker is no psychopath. As he puts it, “I killed 
those guys because they were awful.” This—a motive too 
simple—is the aspect of Joker that disturbs the audience. 
When one scrutinizes over him, one realizes that he is not 
some purple-skinned alien villain; Joker is not too different 
from us. He was just an angry clown. This anger is the troubling 
theme of the movie. The film is a perfect depiction of how a 
single spark of rage can intensify into irrepressible 
mayhem—or “revolution,” depending on the political context. 

The fierce rallies from the public and the scenery of Armaged-
don sweeping the city are enough to unnerve the audience. 
While the situation the public was stuck with was not all 
sunshine and rainbows, where was that maniacal rage coming 
from?

A UIC student from the “Political Thoughts: Concepts and Case 
Studies” course agreed to share some of the insights from his 
class. His words were, “In the class, we observed a concept 
called Antisystem behavior.” The main idea is that recent 
statistics seem to show that people these days, especially the 
younger generation, are more inclined towards transgressive 
and antisocial behaviors, growing more defiant to the social 
norms. While many studies still can only speculate upon the 
exact source, there seems to be a persistent theme. The crux 
was the spread of individualism, which can develop into 
narcissism. He said, “To put it simply, while their hearts are 
permeated with individualist ethos, many people in society 
face limited socioeconomic status. It is not their fault. But this 
sense of alienation their reality throws at their face may be the 
possible source of resentment and angry sentiments.”
Joker during the Murray Franklin Show howls out, “Everybody 
just screams at each other. Nobody’s civil anymore.” This may 
be his critique of the self-interested, egotistical present-day 
society. The case for Joker was that while the majority of the 
people learn to cope with this tragic reality through devotion 
to one’s certain creed—love, money, faith, dream—Arthur 
Fleck had nowhere to turn to. So, his solution? He created a 
creed of his own. With his tainted courage and nativity, he 
became the hero of those “oppressed.”

For Joker, life is a simple, mischievous game. The moment he 
pulls the trigger against you, you will be his miserable clown. 
That is his feat: death to a man, down to his feet. 

This resonates with the conclusion of Joker in a way: “I used to 
think that my life was a tragedy, but now I realize, it's a 
comedy.” Look at his face powdered with ghastly flour. His lips 
smeared with blood torn to the cheeks only makes it merrier. 
Let our hearts tremble as he asks us, “Well, who is the prey 
now?”
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